
 

Invocation Policy 

 

1. The Town allows volunteers to solemnize the occasion of a Town Commission meeting by 

offering an Invocation at the start of the meeting.  The Invocation is offered for the benefit 

of and to accommodate the spiritual needs of the Town Commission consistent with 

governing caselaw and the U.S. Constitution.  It may include a prayer, a moment of 

reflective silence, or a short solemnizing message.  It is generally short, and usually lasts 

no longer than three minutes. 

 

2. The Town shall post this policy on the Town website, with information on how persons 

and organizations can contact the Town Clerk to advise the Town of their interest in 

providing an invocation, and post a link to Section 2-23 of the Code regarding meeting 

decorum.  The agenda for each Town Commission meeting shall contain the following 

statement: 

 

The Invocation before each Town Commission meeting is a voluntary 

service of a private citizen, offered to serve the spiritual needs of the 

members of the Town Commission and solemnize the meeting. It is not 

intended to be an opportunity to advance or disparage one faith or belief 

over another. The views expressed in the Invocation have not been 

previously reviewed by the Town and do not necessarily represent the 

beliefs of any Town employee or official. No person is required to be present 

at or participate in the Invocation, and the decision whether to be present 

or participate in the Invocation will not affect any person’s right to actively 

participate in the official business of the Town or obtain any benefit from 

the Town.  The Town’s written Invocation policy is available on its website, 

and upon written request to the Town Clerk. 

 

3. The Invocation is ceremonial, like the Pledge of Allegiance, and not an official part of the 

Town Commission meeting. The Mayor shall invite the Invocation speaker to the podium 

at the time shown on the meeting agenda.   

 

4. No person present at the meeting is required to participate in the Invocation.  The decision 

whether to participate in the invocation shall have no bearing on the business of the Town.  

However, those present who choose not to participate shall not disrupt the Invocation, and 

shall comply with Section 2-23 of the Code regarding meeting decorum. 
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5. No Town employee or Town elected or appointed official shall direct any person present 

at a Town Commission to participate in the Invocation in any way, or publicly note whether 

any person participates in or pays attention to the Invocation, or allow any Town official 

action to be affected in any way by participation or lack of participation in the Invocation.  

 

6. The following procedure shall be followed in scheduling volunteers to deliver the 

Invocation: 

a. The Town Clerk shall compile and maintain a written list of religious assemblies 

located in or serving the Town, using reasonable efforts to determine such 

assemblies by consulting the Town’s Chamber of Commerce, online directories, 

internet searches, newspapers, phone directories, suggestions from Town residents, 

and other generally available sources of information.  Any religious assembly may 

ask to be included on the Town’s list, and the Town Clerk shall include such 

assembly upon request. 

b. The Town Clerk shall also include on this written list any individuals who have 

informed the Town that they are interested and available to deliver Invocations. 

c. The purpose of the list is to allow the Town Clerk to efficiently schedule the 

Invocation by regularly drawing upon the full range of potential providers of 

volunteer Invocation services, without regard to their individual faiths or beliefs. 

d. The written list shall be updated at least once each calendar year by the Town Clerk, 

so that it remains current. 

e. Annually, the Town Clerk shall send a letter or email to those on the list, informing 

them that they are on the list and will be contacted for their availability to provide 

the Invocation for specific Town Commission meeting dates throughout the year.  

The Town Clerk shall include a copy of this Resolution in this annual written 

communication. 

f. Speaker shall be invited to deliver the Invocation in the order in which they appear 

on the list.  If a speaker is not available when he or she is invited to attend the 

Commission Meeting, the Town Clerk will contact the next speaker on the list (and 

additional speakers in the order listed, if necessary, until a speaker has agreed to 

attend).  No speaker may fill or dominate the available slots by volunteering for all 

or many of them.  The Town Clerk may take into consideration the seasonal 

availability or residency of persons in scheduling the Invocations. 

g. A person providing an Invocation for the Town Commission shall not receive 

compensation for this service. 

h. The Town has no guidelines for the specific content of the Invocation, and allows 

the speaker to follow the dictates of his or her own conscience.  However, the 
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Invocation speaker must comply with Section 2-23 of the Town Code regarding 

decorum at Town Commission meetings, and must not use the invocation to attempt 

to convert persons to a sectarian belief, proselytize or advance any faith, or 

disparage the faith—or lack of faith—of  others. 

i. No Town employee, or appointed or elected Town official, shall engage in prior 

inquiry, approval, review or alteration of the content of any Invocation to be offered 

by an Invocation speaker. 

j. This policy shall not be interpreted to create any affiliation with or endorsement by 

the Town of any particular faith or viewpoint, or any religious or non-religious 

belief. 

 




