Town Hall, Jarvis Hall, the Community Center and the Public Safety
Building, which houses the local Broward Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce, will allow
limited public access starting May 3rd under Covid-19 safety protocols.
The Town Commission will also resume in-person meetings in Jarvis Hall
on May 11. Attendance at meetings will be limited and masks must also be worn.
Since the pandemic began in March 2020, Town Hall has remained open for
business. Resident access, however, was limited to interactions outside the front door.
Starting May 3, residents will be allowed one-by-one to enter Town Hall.
The Community Center on May 3 will also resume limited classes and programs.
The schedule is not ﬁnalized, but the indoor activities planned include Zumba, yoga,
interior decorating, Tai Chi and meditation.
Participants will be limited and masks must be worn, except during exercise
activities. Several other classes and programs will be held outside under the portico.
The Town wants to thank residents for their patience during the past year as
everyone has struggled to cope with the social distancing that it has required.

Residents often ask the Town to increase the lighting on their street, but
time and time again, neighbors rarely agree on where the light should be
placed and few people want a utility pole next to their house.
Broward Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce Capt. Thomas Palmer said lighting and
safety on a street can be increased if most of the homeowners
completed the simple task of turning on their front house or porch
light before retiring for the evening.
Palmer said turning on a front house light is one of the suggestions
law enforcement makes during National Night Out, a national
program that helps raise awareness about crime prevention.
“It makes sense,” Palmer said. “Criminals don’t like being seen. When
you maximize their ability to be detected, they’re less likely to victimize a location.”
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The Town of Lauderdale-By-TheSea became a member of national
Tree City USA program in January.
The Tree City USA program is sponsored
by the Arbor Day Foundation in partnership
with the U.S. Forest Service and National
Association of State Foresters.
Since the national program began in
1976, more than 3,400 communities across
the nation have joined the organization.
To become an oﬃcial Tree City, a
community has to meet four main standards
reﬂecting sound urban forestry management:
1. Maintain a local tree board or
department.
2. Adopt a tree ordinance.
3. Spend at least $2 per capita on
urban forestry.
4. Celebrate Arbor Day.
Participation in the Tree City USA
program helps residents, business owners
and others feel good about where they live,
work and play. Annual recognition shows
visitors and prospective residents that trees,
conservation and the environment are
important to the community.

More than 2,000 sea oats were planted in front of
Starlight Towers in March to create a ‘resilience’ dune.
More than 200,000 sea oats have been planted in
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea since 2014, covering 80 percent
of its 2.4 mile stretch of coastline.
A key partner in the Town’s sea oats program is the Youth
Environmental Alliance (YEA), a non-proﬁt that encourages
community involvement on various environmental projects.
Lee Gottlieb, YEA’s director of Community Engagement,
said the sea oats planted in front of Starlight Towers in late
March will help build a ‘resilience’ dune.
When dunes are planted, gaps are left to allow people
beach access so they don’t trample over the sea oats. During
a hurricane, however, ocean water funnels through the gap.
Gottlieb said a resilience dune is built in front of the gap so that
water and wind-blown sand is instead directed onto the dunes.
“It keeps the sand on the beach but also keeps the storm
surge from going onto the property which causes signiﬁcant
damage if the water actually reaches the property,” he said.

The Town’s beach is dotted with
residential properties, hotels and
restaurants. Although unintentional,
our beachfront lights adversely affect
endangered sea turtle hatchlings.
Sea turtles have nested annually on
our beaches for hundreds of thousands
of years. They crawl onto the beach
at night to dig nests and lay about 100
eggs, which hatch 50 days later. Staff
from the Broward County Sea Turtle
Conservation Program survey the beach
every morning to mark the nests with
pink or yellow tape. Turtle volunteers
monitor when the nests hatch (late at
night or early in the morning).
Florida is the second most important
nesting area in the world for loggerhead
turtles. In 2020, sea turtles dug more
than 3,000 nests in Broward County,
including 225 in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea.
We all share the responsibility of
protecting our marine friends during turtle season (March 1-Oct. 31). The peak
nesting months are May, June and July.

Are you a walker? Do you love

A survey was also conducted as part
of the study. A total of 182 responses
taking a leisurely bike ride around
were received and a great deal of
Town? Maybe you enjoy biking over useful information was gained.
All of the responses are catalogued in
to the beach or walking up to Publix
an appendix. The complete study, survey
Supermarket to do your shopping. and survey responses can be viewed on
the Town’s website at www.lbts-ﬂ.gov.
Our Town has a lot of people who
The study made recommendations
love to get from place to place under
on many projects the Town can study
their own power — on foot, on a
further, including additional and improved
bicycle, or even a skateboard or
crosswalks, increased connectivity within
non-motorized scooter.
the networks of sidewalks and bicycle
Recently, the Town worked with
paths, as well as ways to reduce the
the Corradino Group to develop a
speed of cars in neighborhoods through
preliminary Pedestrian and Bicycle
a concept known as traﬃc calming.
Circulation Enhancement Study.
The Town will be looking at the
recommendations and reviewing the
This study looked at many diﬀerent
funding that is available to implement
aspects of walking and biking: what’s
the recommendations.
happening now, what needs improveFor more information, contact Sue
ment and the many diﬀerent ways the
Leven at susanl@lbts-ﬂ.gov or 954Town can approach making walking
640-4221.
and biking safer and more enjoyable.

HOW TO HELP
 Keep our beaches dark and safe
for sea turtles.
 Condos, restaurants, hotels and
other commercial buildings should
ensure all exterior building lights are
either turned off or shielded during turtle
season. Amber bulbs and other turtlefriendly lights can also be used.
 If you live in a beachfront condo,
even on a high floor, close your drapes/
blinds or turn off interior lights at night to
keep them from shining onto the beach.
 Never disturb nesting turtles,
nests or hatchlings.
 Don’t litter anywhere, especially
on the beach. Plastics and other debris
can entangle or be accidentally eaten by
sea turtles. Trash can injure or even kill
turtles and other marine creatures.
 Avoid using flashlights and refrain
from taking flash photos with your phone.
 Remove beach equipment at night,
including all chairs and umbrellas.
 Fill in holes and knock down
sandcastles before you leave the beach.
They can become obstacles for nesting
turtles or emerging hatchlings.

The Town has a new community
television program: Town Topics
Video Edition.

BSO

Community engagement and
education are key elements to public
safety, which is why it’s a big part of
what the Broward Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce
bicycle patrol deputies do every day
in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea and
other cities serviced by BSO.
BSO has more than 300 certiﬁed
bicycle patrol deputies that support the
agency’s customary patrol units. Among
them are two BSO deputies assigned
to the Lauderdale-By-The-Sea bicycle
patrol: Ben Koos and Jeﬀrey Bickel.
Local celebrities of sorts — in high
demand for conversation and photos —
Koos and Bickel spend much of their
time in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea’s
downtown oceanfront district interacting
with residents, visitors and tourists.
"If people don't seem to know the
laws, we try to advise them," Koos said.
"We try to educate more than anything."
All bicycle patrol deputies are required
to complete a 40-hour Basic Bicycle
Patrol Training Course that is
sanctioned by the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement Criminal Justice
Standards & Training Commission.
This training course teaches vital

bicycle guidelines and safety measures
which BSO deputies must learn, apply
and relay to the public.
Deputies Koos and Bickel — and their
fellow BSO bike patrol deputies —
welcome each and every positive
interaction with residents and visitors.
"Down here, everyone wants to stop
and talk to us," Bickel said. "They like

seeing law enforcement out of their
cars and on bikes. There are a lot of
welcomed opportunities to interact with
the public."
These interactions help build trust and
respect within the cities BSO serves.
The sheriﬀ’s oﬃce understands this
and will continue to build on these
successful community outreach eﬀorts.

BSO

The Broward Sheriﬀ's Oﬃce
SaferWatch app allows smartphone
users to contact police in real time to
report a crime or suspicious activity.
The mobile
app was ﬁrst
developed for
students,
teachers and
school oﬃcials
following the
tragic 2018
shooting
at Marjory
Stoneman
Douglas High
School in
Parkland, but it is
also available to the general public.
The app allows users to send text
messages, photos, video or even audio
tips about threats or crimes. You don’t
need to give police your name. You can
even make an anonymous tip.
Broward Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce Capt.
Thomas Palmer said SaferWatch is

another tool the public can use to provide
law enforcement with timely information
that can help increase public safety.
Palmer urged all Town residents to
download the app on their cell phones.
“We’re looking to get more people
enrolled,” he said.
The app is available for download on
your smartphone via the App Store or
Google Play (see the ﬂyer below). It is
simple, easy to use and free.
BSO also uses the app to send our
public safety alerts about the following:
Bomb threats
Traﬃc conditions
Severe weather
Road closures
Missing persons
Emergency lockdowns
Police activity
Please remember: The app is NOT
meant to replace a call to 911 during an
emergency.
SaferWatch allows you to contact the
police in situations where making
a phone call might draw attention, such
as witnessing a crime in progress.
The SaferWatch App is available to

every resident and visitor in Broward. If
you submit a tip anywhere in Broward,
even in a city not serviced by the sheriﬀ’s
oﬃce, BSO will still take the information
and forward it immediately to the proper
police agency.
Tips submitted outside of Broward are
handled by other law enforcement
agencies.

TOWN HALL
property in Town or be an annual renter.
Permits are only available at Town Hall,
4501 N. Ocean Drive. When applying,
you must present your Drivers License
and a valid vehicle registration.
If you rent, you must also bring your
annual apartment, home or condo rental
agreement. If you own property, the Town
will verify your residence online at the
Broward Property Appraiser’s website.
If you have any questions about parking
permits, please call me at 954-640-4200.

The Town Commission
unanimously agreed to keep Interim
Town Manager Linda Connors in
the position until at least Oct. 12.
Connors, the Town’s Development
Services Director, was appointed to serve
as the Interim Town
Manager on Jan. 8th.
At its March 23rd
meeting, the Commission
discussed hiring a new
manager with Ken Parker,
a retired city manager
with the Florida City and
County Management
Association
(FCCMA). Parker directs its Senior
Advisor program and works with towns
and cities seeking to hire managers.
One of Parker’s suggestions was
to resolve the question of whether the
Town wanted to hire a local or internal
candidate before undertaking a much
more involved and broader search.
He said many potential town
manager candidates won’t apply for
a manager position if they know
the commissioners making the
decision are also considering
hiring an internal candidate they know.
Parker also noted that keeping the
interim manager in the job until after
the budget is adopted would give the
Commission the opportunity to see
how she performs before making the
ﬁnal decision to ﬁll the position
permanently.

Q: Where does the permit allow me to
park?
A: The permit allows drivers to park
for up to three hours in Town in any
metered spot or designated residential
parking permit space.
Q: How can I obtain a permit?

Karen Gates answers the phone in
Town Hall and is the ﬁrst person
residents and visitors see when they
enter Town Hall. She said she is most
often asked about Town parking permits.
Q: Does the Town have a parking
permit program for residents?
A: Yes. The cost is $64.20 for
residents under 65, and $53.50 if you are
over the age of 65. The annual permit is
good from Oct. 1 through Sept. 30, 2021.
To be eligible, residents must own

A: Due to the ongoing pandemic,
Town Hall is not open to the public,
although plans are now being
discussed to re-open in May under
speciﬁc safety protocols. There are,
however, two ways you can still apply
or renew your annual resident permit.
You can complete a ﬁllable form on
the Town website (www.lbts-ﬂ.gov),
attach the necessary documents and
then e-mail them to me at kareng@lbtsﬂ.gov. You can ﬁnd the form online at
www.lauderdalebythesea-ﬂ.gov/172/
Parking-Services.
If you print out the form at home,
you can also mail it to me. Please don’t
forget to include your signature along
with copies of the required documents.
The address here at Town Hall is 4501 N.
Ocean Drive, Lauderdale-By-The-Sea,
FL 33308.
Please put ‘Attention Karen Gates’
on the envelope and include a phone
number so I may call you if necessary
(sometimes I have questions, or you may
have forgotten to include a necessary
document). Permits will be mailed to you.
Arrangements can also be made for
you to pick the permit up at Town Hall.
Q: How can I pay?
A: You can pay by check or credit
card, and also by cash at Town Hall.

RECYCLE/WASTE

Recycling helps recover important resources from our waste. One of
the most important is aluminum cans. Recycling aluminum saves energy
by avoiding the mining, hauling and reﬁning of new resources.
Tossing away an aluminum can wastes as much energy as pouring out half
of that can’s volume of gasoline.
Trash a six-pack and that’s more than a quart of gasoline.
Trash a 12-pack and that’s
more than a half-gallon of
gasoline.
Recycling aluminum saves
more than 90 percent of the
energy needed to create a
comparable amount of
aluminum from raw materials.
The energy saved by
recycling 100 percent of
aluminum cans could power
4 million homes for a year.
The sad fact is that more
than half of all the aluminum
cans sold are dumped in the
trash rather than captured for
recycling.
Now that you know what an
aluminum can can do, make
sure you recycle all your cans.
Let’s aim to recycle 100 percent of the aluminum and steel cans in our Town.
Once is never enough for our resources. Put them back to work by recycling.

The Town’s Visitors Center,
which had been closed for the past
year due to the pandemic, re-opened
in mid-February after undergoing
a substantial interior renovation.
A small outdoor dedication ceremony
was held by the Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
Chamber of Commerce in mid-February.
The event was attended by the Town
Commission, chamber board members
and some residents.
Broward County Commissioner
Lamar Fisher, whose district includes
the Town, presented the center with a
$5,000 check.
The Town spent $95,000 sprucing up
the center with brand new ﬂooring,
furniture, a giant television screen and
a modern-looking reception area.
Chamber Chair Eva Marissa
thanked the Commission and chamber
consultant Ann Marchetti for the all the
work it took to renovate the center, the
only visitors center in the entire county.

prove overall safety and beautiﬁcation.
The project is expected to be completed by September. Most of the early
phase work will be performed under the bridge and should have no real impact
on Terra Mar Island homeowners.
Minimal traﬃc impact can be expected during the project. There may be
occasional single lane closures. There will always be access for all vehicular
and pedestrian users.
This is a City of Pompano Beach project. The two northernmost streets
on the island are located in Pompano Beach.
If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact any of the
following:
Aisha Paul (Assigned Community Liaison): 305-816-6470 or info@dudlyservices.com.
Dee Lamb (Project Manager): 954-626-9130 or Dee.Lamb@whitingturner.com.
The City of Pompano Beach Service Center: 954-786-7834.
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