
Good afternoon, 
  
All of us here in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea hope that this email finds you well. 
  
The Governor and Broward County have issued new emergency orders and the Town has received 
questions asking for clarification of the orders, specifically as to restaurants and bars.  Below please find 
our summary of the two orders. We have been advised that additional County orders may be issued, and 
such orders may change the requirements.  
 
Governor’s Executive Order 20-244 
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-244.pdf  

• No COVID-19 emergency order may prohibit an individual from working or operating a business. 
• Restaurants cannot be limited to less than 50% capacity by a local government, unless the local 

government quantifies the economic impact of such limitation and explains why the limitation is 
necessary for the public health. 

• The order suspends the collection of fines and penalties associated with COVID-19 enforced upon 
individuals. 

Broward County Order 20-26  
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/EmergencyOrder20-26.pdf  

• Allows bars and pubs to operate, but only if in compliance with the below. The indoor seating 
areas of a bar must not exceed 50% of the maximum indoor seating capacity of the establishment. 

• Restaurants may continue to operate in compliance with Attachment 2. The County advises that 
the capacity limitation no longer applies to restaurants because of the Governor’s Order. 

• Attachment 2 – Below are highlights of the Attachment. Please review Attachment 2 in its entirety 
for all of the detailed requirements. 

o Tables and chairs: there must be at least 6 feet between parties. 
o Parties (parties are all persons at any one table) are limited to no more than 6 persons 

total.  
o Patrons are prohibited from ordering food or drinks at the bar counter, and are prohibited 

from congregating at the bar counter or elsewhere. 
 A bar counter does not include a counter where patrons are seated and are 

served only food (cannot consume alcohol), but a plexiglass partition must be 
placed between patrons seated at a counter and any staff working on the other 
side of the counter. 

o Total indoor and outdoor seating cannot exceed existing total maximum occupancy.  
Facial Coverings 
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/EmergencyOrder20-21.pdf 
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/EmergencyOrder20-22.pdf 
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/FacialCoveringsFAQs.pdf  

• The same facial covering rules apply to restaurants and bars as elsewhere. County Order 20-21, 
as amended by County Order 20-22, requires all persons in Broward County to wear a facial 
covering while outside the geographical boundaries of their residential property if social 
distancing cannot be consistently maintained.  Persons are not required to wear a facial covering 
while eating or drinking. 

• County Order 20-21 Section 3.C. provides that all establishments are responsible for ensuring all 
employees and patrons of the establishment comply with the facial covering requirements of that 
Order. 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-244.pdf
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/EmergencyOrder20-26.pdf
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/EmergencyOrder20-21.pdf
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/EmergencyOrder20-22.pdf
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/FacialCoveringsFAQs.pdf


• County Order 20-22 Section 4.C. prohibits establishments from serving or transacting business 
with any person or patron that is not in compliance with the facial covering requirements. 

• Attachment 2 of County Order 20-26 requires employers to require employees to use facial 
coverings in accordance with Emergency Order 20-21, as amended. 
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