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FARMERS MARKET
The popular Sunday 
Farmers Market resumes 

on Jan. 8th in 
a diff erent
location: El 
Prado Park. 
The market, 
which runs 
through May 
7th, features 

vendors selling fresh 
bread and pastries, 
produce, shea butter, 
cookies, honey and lots 
of other tasty goodies! 

Free beachfront yoga classes in El Prado Park
     Town residents and certified yoga instructors Samantha Marchand and Jebbie 
Melamed started offering twice-weekly yoga classes in El Prado Park in January.

     The sessions are held at 7AM every Tuesday and Thursday. The one-hour classes include 
40 minutes of yoga followed by 20 minutes of meditation. 
     Participants are asked to bring a yoga mat, towel and water. 
Since the instructors will be at the park at 6:30AM, please give 
yourself enough time to properly set up before class begins.
Sam and Jebbie (see photo) are donating these free sessions, 
which will end on April 13, to foster community support.  
     “We both have found such healing peace and love by the
sea, we want to give back to this beautiful community through 
yoga and meditation,” they said.
     The classes started on Jan. 3rd. El Prado Park, 4500 El Mar Drive, which is on the ocean 
east of Town Hall at 4501 N. Ocean Drive. For more information, please call 754-300-0138. 
For last minute class updates, you can also visit the Yoga By The Sea page on Facebook.

. The one-hour classes includ

     Christmas-By-The-Sea attracted a record crowd of 5,000 people in December, 
the largest ever to attend the Town’s biggest holiday event of the year.

     More than 30 Town businesses, non-profits and civic organizations participated in the 
Yuletide Market this year. Other businesses in Anglin’s Square were busy with 
customers for most of the evening. 

     Fun children’s activities and games kept kids and grandkids alike
engaged creating ornaments, decorating cookies and writing letters
to Santa Claus. Mr. and Mrs.Claus arrived as always with help from 
the Volunteer Fire Department. This year’s dancers and singers 
were from the University Center for the Performing Arts school 
in Davie. Our  main sponsor this year was State Contracting and 
Engineering in Hollywood, which built the Town’s new bathroom 
facility just south of Anglin’s Square (see story on page 3). Anglin’s 
Square was again beautifully decorated with the Town Christmas 
Tree, ornamental holiday lights and red poinciana plants. 

     Turn to pages 6 and 7 to see photos from this year’s event. More pictures are also 
available online at www. lbtsevents.com/lbts-photos/christmas-by-the-sea-2016.

The former Holiday Inn site 
at the south end of Town, 
the source of numerous 
complaints from residents, 
is getting a much-needed 
facelife in January. For more 
info, see the story on Page 4.

All Town residents and 
business owners are 

urged to 
sign up for 
CodeRED, 
the Town’s  
emergency 
notifi cation 
system. You 

can sign up on the Town’s 
Website at www.lbts-fl .gov.
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HISTORICAL PHOTOS COURTESY JERRY SEHL

Ruttger’s By The Sea
The Town’s newest hotel, Plunge 
Beach Hotel, was once home to 
one of the Town’s earliest hotels, 
Ruttger’s By The Sea. Located 
between A1A and El Mar Drive at 
Pine Avenue, the site has been home 
to a number of hotels, including the 
Clarion and Florida’s Beach Hotel.
Ruttger’s was built in 1946-47, 
shortly before the Town was 
re-incorporated in November 1947. 
After undergoing extensive 
renovations, Plunge Beach Hotel 
is expected to open its doors to
the public within the next few weeks. 
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New Town bathrooms now open to the public 

Landscape Requirements 

RIBBON CUTTING: Town Commissioner Chris Vincent cuts the 
ribbon at the opening of the Town’s fi rst beach area bathrooms in 
December. Standing with him (l-r) are Mayor Scot Sasser, 
Commissioner Buz Oldaker, Paul Carty of State Contracting and 
Engineering in Hollywood, Fort Lauderdale architect Anthony 
Abbate, Vice Mayor Mark Brown, Town Manager Bud Bentley and
Commissioner Elliot Sokolow. The  new facility is landcaped and will
be kept clean and maintained by the Town Community Standards staff .

     The Town Commission marked the opening 
of the Town’s first downtown public bathrooms in 
December with an official ribbon-cutting ceremony.

     The event was held on Wednesday, Dec. 7th, right 
before the start of Christmas-By-The-Sea.
     Commissioner Chris Vincent, who urged the 
Commission to build the facility, was given the honor
of cutting the red ribbon. 
     The new bathrooms are located in the new El Mar 
Plaza, just south of Anglin’s Square across from 
Mulligan’s Restaurant on the west side of El Mar Drive.
     The site includes six bathrooms and six new parking 
spaces. The restrooms are open from dawn to dusk.
     Business owners downtown have wanted the Town to 
build bathrooms for beachgoers and tourists. For years 
now, a number of downtown restaurants and businesses 
allowed the public to use their bathroom facilities, even 
though they weren’t customers.
     Despite being open only a short time, the bathrooms 
are being heavily used.
     The new facilty was designed to reflect the Town’s 
mid-century modern architecture.

     We appreciate it when
residents landscape their
properties, but we want to 
remind you that permits from 
Broward County and the 
Town may be required.
     In fact, failing to obtain a 
required landscape permit from 
Broward County may result in 
thousands of dollars in fines.
     To avoid any unnecessary 
problems, the Town urges you 
to do the following before you 
landscape your property:
     Call Broward County’s 
Environmental Licensing and 
Building Permitting Division before you proceed with 
your project at 954-519-1282. They will review your plans 
for compliance with the County’s regulations.
     Contact Juliana Cardona from the Town at 954-640-
4221. She will review your proposed landscape plan to make 
sure it meets the requirements of the Town’s code (number
of trees on site, distance planted from other trees/buildings,
power lines, etc.)
     Please also remember that Florida Power & Light
provides helpful guidelines to help you pick the right trees 
that can be planted near electric power lines. You can 
find more information at www.fpl.com/RightTree. 

Garden Club Rummage
 Sale Jan. 28 in Jarvis Hall 

     The Garden Club of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea 
invites everyone to two great events. Its super 
Rummage Sale is on Saturday, Jan. 28th from 
8:30AM to 12:30PM in Jarvis Hall. Treasures, baked 
goods, plants, clothes, books provide something for 
everyone! The second event, also open to the 
public, is the Flower Show & Tea in conjunction with 
the Garden Club of Lighthouse Point and Pompano 
Beach. The show will be held in Jarvis Hall on March 
11th from 1 to 4PM.  The LBTS Garden Club is open 

to women and men and 
meets on the second 
Monday of the month at 
9:15AM in Jarvis Hall. 
     Telephone President 
Gail Matonik at 954-545-
2900 for information. 
Garden of Love Flower 
Shop owner Christopher 
DeSalvo (see photo at 
left) recently demon-
strated table for two fl oral 
designs for the Garden 
Club members at a recent 
club meeting in Jarvis.
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‘Tis the season!

HOLIDAY SPIRIT: The Town’s Community Center held 
a successful pot luck Christmas Party in December. 
Town resident Tona Schmitz (above left) was one of more 
than a dozen volunteers recognized by Director Armilio 
Bien-Amie for their ongoing contributions to the the center.

Run down hotel site will be landscapedRun down hotel site will be landscaped and painted  and painted 

Why plastic bags can’t be recycled

COMMUNITY SPIRIT: Volunteers with the Broward 4-H 
Club in December planted sea oats in front of the Starlight 
Towers as part of the Town’s continuing environmental 
eff orts to stem beach erosion. Sea oats trap sand and help 
build dunes, which are key to preventing severe sand loss.

     Plastic bags are truly handy. They are lightweight and 
stretchy, perfect for holding stuff. But because they are light-
weight, they blow around becoming litter on our streets and 
our waterways. 
     Because they are stretchy, we seem to think they are good 
for holding our recycling items, but that is not true. Neither 
plastic bags, nor plastic film-like wrap of any kind, can be 
recycled in your curbside recycling. Here’s why:
     Your recycling that gets collected from in front of your 
house is taken to a Materials Recovery Facility and bags slow 
down the process or can jam the equipment. They are ripped 

open by an automated bag ripper and 
manually disposed of immediately. 
     To recycle right: clean plastic grocery 
bags should be recycled at the grocery 
stores, which have collection bins by the 
entrances or exits. Ask customer service 
where these containers are if you don’t see 
them. 
Try reusing your plastic bags a few times. 

Leave a few in your car for the next run to the store. Stash 
one in your purse or backpack for that quick stop at the con-
venience store. Use it for your kitty litter or after walking your 
dog. The best way to reduce the number of plastic bags you 
may be using is to say, “No thank you,” and carry your own 
reusable totes or canvas bags with you.
     No plastic film or other unacceptable material such as
plastic grocery bags and plastic expanded foam (veggie
or meat trays) should be placed in your recycling cart.
     When you purchase beverages by the case, be sure to 
separate the plastic film (throw it away) from the card-
board (recycle it). Remember: No Plastic Bags, Wrappers or 
Styrofoam.
     Check out a really helpful YouTube animated video called 
“How does a Material Recovery Facility (MRF) Work? for an 
easy-to-understand explanation of how our recyclables are 
sorted.
     For more information on single stream recycling, visit the 
Town’s Recycling and Waste Web page at www.lauderdaleby-
thesea-fl.gov/recycle_trash/. You can also stop by Town Hall 
and pick-up a recycling brochure. 

     The Town staff often gets complaints and requests 
for information about the run-down hotel property at 
4116 El Mar Drive at the southern end of the street
(formerly site of the Holiday Inn) and owned by
the Florida Development Group (FDG).  

     The Town has code violations dating back to 2012 on this 
property with fines totaling more than $2 million dollars and 
these fines increase by $700 each day.
     After the property owner received pressure from the Town 
Commission to upgrade the condition of the site, FDG 
has agreed to spend $90,000 over the next two months to:

     1.  Start maintaining the property by:

- Removing dead landscaping, add new mulch and make
other landscape improvements.
- Resealing and restripe the parking lot.
- Replacing broken parking stops and painting existing ones.
- Removing abandoned signs and replace some signs.
- Making small structural improvements to the building,
including replacing railings or missing grills, etc.
- Applying one coat of exterior paint to the building.

     2. Hire an engineer to complete structural analysis of the 
buildings on the hotel site. The results will determine whether 
some of the buildings can be renovated or must be torn down.

     3. Give the Commission regular updates as to the progress 
of the site. The property owners’ project manager will give the 
first update to the Commission at its meeting on Feb. 28th.
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Christmas-By-The-SeaChristmas-

To see more photos, go to www. lbtsevents

We want to thank all our sponsors and supporters: State Contracting, Flynn Engineering, Plunge Beach Hotel, Benihana, 
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Christmas-By-The-Sea-By-The-Sea

s.com/lbts-photos/christmas-by-the-sea-2016.

Photos By Michael Key

Bill Ciani, Broward Health, High Noon, Minto Communities, Village Grille, Walgreens & Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman.
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Pop to Opera
set for Feb. 4th 

Free Hypnosis Show! Community Center ‘Sea Shorts’
 theater night returns in March

LBTS EVENTS ONLINE
Check out our Web site at www.lbtsevents.com

Assumption Catholic 
Church presents Pop 
to Opera at the Church 
on Saturday, Feb. 4th. 
Showtimes are 2PM 
and 7PM with wine and 
cheese mingle socials an 
hour before each perfor-
mance, which features 
musicians Marcel Rasa, 
Marcela Rasa and Andrea 
Garofalo. Tickets are $30 
each. The event will be 
held in Parish Hall, 2001 
S. Ocean Blvd. For more 
info, call 954-941-7647. 

The Town’s Community 
Center has two great 

upcoming 
events as 
part of its 
Evening at 
Jarvis Hall 
Lecture 
Series. 

The first event is a free 
Hypnosis Show with John 
Alexander on Wednesday,  
Jan. 25th at 7PM. If you’ve 
never seen this type of 
show before, you don’t 
want to miss it!

Art Exhibit
The second event is the 
Community Center’s Fifth 
Annual Art Exhibit on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22nd 
from 7 to 8:30PM in Jarvis 
Hall. The exhibit is free!

The Town’s Community 
Center Performing Arts 
Group will present a series 
of original 10-minute plays 
on March 3rd, 4th and 5th 
in Jarvis Hall. All three 
one-hour shows are free! 
The Friday and Saturday 
performances are at 7PM. 
The Sunday matinee is at 
4PM. Seating begins 30 
minutes before each show.      

Called Sea Shorts, the plays include Yellow by Lisa 
Bruna, an award-winning playwright from West Palm 
Beach. The other plays are Reunion by Simone Ryals, 
Polly by D.M. Larson, and The Meaning of Wife and 
Colors by Steve d’Oliveira. For more information about 
the upcoming Sea Shorts theater night, please call 
954-640-4209.
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TOWN DIRECTORY

Mayor Scot Sasser
954-560-4629

Vice Mayor Mark Brown
954-781-6538 

Commissioner Buz Oldaker
954-530-5279 

Commissioner Chris Vincent
954-612-8606

Commissioner Elliot Sokolow
954-599-5800

Town Hall
954-640-4200

Development Services
954-640-4210

Building Department
954-640-4215

Municipal Services
954-640-4232

Parking Enforcement
954-640-4231

Broward Sheriff’s LBTS Office
954-640-4240 (Mon-Fri)

BSO Non-Emergency Dispatch
954-764-4357 (HELP)

Volunteer Fire Department
954-640-4250

American Medical Response
954-776-3300

Town e-mail addresses are
available at www.lbts-fl.gov

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
4501 N. Ocean Drive
LBTS, FL 33308
Tel: 954-640-4200
Fax: 954-640-4236

Town Topics is published quarterly and 
available on the Town’s Web site. To 
submit information, e-mail the Public 
Information Office: steved@lbts-fl.gov.

Cover photo: This photo was taken at 
Christmas-By-The-Sea by Michael Key. 

    TOWN MEETINGS

Town Commission

     JAN. 10 6:30PM
     JAN. 24 6:30PM
      
     FEB. 14 6:30PM
 FEB. 28 6:30PM
    
     MARCH 14 6:30PM

MARCH 28 6:30PM

Planning & Zoning Board

JAN. 18 6PM
 FEB. 15 6PM
 MARCH 15 6PM 

Board of Adjustment

    FEB. 1 6PM
     MARCH 1 6PM
     APRIL 5 6PM

Code Magistrate 

 JAN. 26 5PM
 FEB. 23  5PM
 MARCH 23 5PM

Parking Ticket Hearings

 JAN. 26 4PM
 FEB. 23 4PM

MARCH 23 4PM

PUBLIC ACCESS
•  The Town Commission agenda and

backup material are available for 
review in Town Hall and also posted
on our Web site (www.lbts-fl.gov.)
the Friday before the meeting.

•  Commission meetings are televised on 
Channel 78 and our Web site. Meetings 
are re-broadcast daily on TV at noon, 
as well 7 PM Thursday through Sunday.
Videos of all meetings are also online.
Commission meetings can also be
seen on Channel 99 by AT&T 
customers who subscribe to U-verse.

•  The Town will provide the appropriate
auxiliary aids and services under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Please 
contact the Town Clerk’s office at
954-640-4200 for further assistance.

  SOUTH OF COMMERCIAL

UPCOMING BULK 
TRASH SCHEDULE

MONDAY
Trash & Yard Waste Pick-Up

THURSDAY
Trash & Recycling Cart Pick-up

TUESDAY
 Trash & Yard Waste Pick-Up

FRIDAY
Trash & Recycling Cart Pick-Up

     There are exceptions to this 
schedule based on location. If you 
need to confi rm your pick-up day, 
call Waste Pro at 954-967-4200. 
Note: If your yard waste or recycling 
cart is not placed on the curb on the 
correct day, it will not be picked up.

For updated recycling information, 
please go to the Town’s Web site at 

www.lauderdalebythesea-fl .gov/recycle_trash/
or send an e-mail to recycle@lbts-fl .gov.

REGULAR TRASH,
RECYCLING & YARD

    WASTE SCHEDULE
 SOUTH OF COMMERCIAL

 NORTH OF COMMERCIAL

NORTH OF COMMERCIAL

First Friday of the month

02/03/17
03/03/17
04/07/17
05/05/17

First Thursday of the  month

02/02/17 
03/02/17
04/06/17
05/04/17
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COMMUNITY CENTER JANUARY 2017 CALENDAR

Please only bring battery-powered laptop/notebook computers to hands-on classes; 
electrical outlets are not available. Responsibility for computer operation and 

safety rests with the owner/operator. The computer instructor does not provide 
any repair assistance or technical support help beyond the class-related 

coursework. For more info, call Community Center Director Armilio Bien-Aime 
at 954-640-4225. Calendars are also online at www.lbts-fl.gov. All center
activities are in Jarvis Hall, 4505 N. Ocean Drive (next to Town Hall).

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

6

9 10

10-11:30AM Beginning 
Skype

11:45AM-12:45PM 
Meditation 

1-3:45PM Spanish,
and handheld devices

11

11AM-4PM Ping Pong

12 13

16 17

10-11:30AM Facebook
 
11:45AM-12:45PM  
Meditation 

1-3:45PM Conversational 
Spanish & using 
handheld devices

18

10-11:30AM Watercolors

12-3:30PM 
Arts & Crafts Workshop

19 

10-11:30AM Scanners and  
QR Code Readers 

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

1-4PM Yoga & Computer 
Q&A.
 

20

10AM-11:45AM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating, 
Ipad, Ipod & other 
electronic devices.

12-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Performing Arts 
workshop, Italian for
beginners and ping 
pong on the patio.

23

 

24

10-11:30AM Computer 
maintenance
11:45AM-12:45PM 
Meditation 
1-3:45PM Conversational 
Spanish and handheld 
devices.

25

10-11:30AM Drawing 
11AM-4PM Ping Pong
12:30-4PM Arts & Crafts
7PM Evening at Jarvis 
Hall Lecture Series:
Hypnosis Show (free)
with John Alexander.

26 27

10-11:30AM  Using digital 
cameras, smartphones, etc.

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi /
Qigong

1-4PM Yoga & Computer 
Q&A.

10-11:30AM Beginning 
word processing.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-4 PM Games, 
Spanish, Yoga,
Yoga and Beyond.

10-11:30AM  Using 
CD-DVD drives.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-4 PM Games, 
Spanish, Yoga,
Yoga and Beyond.

542 3

31

10-11:30AM Files and 
folders.

11:45AM-12:45PM 
handheld devices

1-3:45PM Spanish

10AM-12PM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating,
and electronic devices.

12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
acting workshop, patio 
ping pong and Italian.

10-11:30AM Watercolors

11AM-4PM Ping Pong

12:30-3:30PM Arts & Crafts 

30
10-11:30AM  Google 
Drive, Dropbox, Icloud
& OneDrive.
11:45AM-12:45PM 
Meditation
1-3:45PM Handheld 
devices and Spanish.

10-11:30AM Drawing

12:30-3:30PM Arts & Crafts 

10AM-12PM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating and
electronic devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Performimg Arts 
workshop,  Italian 
and patio ping pong.

10-11:30AM E-mail, tablets, 
smartphones

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi / 
Qigong 

1-4PM Yoga & Computer 
Q&A 

10AM-12PM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating and
electronic devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Performimg Arts
workshop,  Italian 
and patio ping pong.

10-11:30AM  Word 
processing (intermediate)

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi /
Qigong

1-4PM Yoga & Computer 
Q&A.

10-11:30AM  Using 
photoi editing programs.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-4 PM Games, 
Spanish, Yoga,
Yoga and Beyond.

No scheduled activities

JOIN OUR GREAT PERSONAL COMPUTER CLASSES TODAY!

MLK Day
No scheduled activities

Town Hall is also closed.
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

3

6 7 8 9 10

13 14

10-11:30AM Intermediate 
word processing.
 
11:45AM-12:45PM 
Meditation 

1-4PM Spanish, 
handheld devices,
Spanish & Ping Pong.

15

10-11:30AM Watercolors

11AM-3:30PM Arts&Crafts 
& ping pong on the patio.

16 

10-11:30AM Music on your 
computer, tablet, etc. 

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

12PM-4PM Yoga, Ping 
Pong & Computer Q&A.
 

17

10AM-12PM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating, 
Ipad, Ipod & other 
electronic devices.

12-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Performing Arts 
workshop, Italian for
beginners & ping pong.

20

 

21

10-11:30AM Rip and burn 
music on your computer.  

11:45AM-12:45PM 
Meditation 

1-4PM Spanish, using 
handheld devices and
Ping Pong on the patio.

22

10-11:30AM Drawing 

11AM-3:30PM Arts&Crafts
& ping pong on the patio. 

7PM Evening at Jarvis 
Hall Lecture Series:
5th Annual Community
Center Art Exhibit!

23 24

10-11:30AM  Internet-E-
mail

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

12PM-4PM Yoga, Ping 
Pong & Computer Q&A.

10-11:30AM  Organizing 
computer files & folders

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-4PM Bridge, Yoga,
Yoga & Beyond and
Spanish.

21

27

10-11:30AM Using
photo editing software.
11:45AM-12:45PM 
Meditation
1-4PM Spanish, using 
handheld devices and
Ping Pong on the patio.

10-11:30AM Watercolors
 
12PM-4PM Arts & Crafts 
Workshop, and Ping 
Pong on the patio.

10-11:30AM  Intermediate 
Windows.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-3:45PM Bridge, Yoga,
Yoga & Beyond and
Spanish.

28

10-11:30AM Skype for 
beginners.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-3:45PM Bridge, Yoga,
Yoga & Beyond and
Spanish

10AM-11:30AM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating and
electronic devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Performimg Arts
workshop,  Italian 
and ping pong.

COMMUNITY CENTER FEBRUARY 2016 CALENDAR

10-12:30AM Drawing

11AM-3:30PM Arts & 
Crafts Workshop, and 
Ping Pong on the patio.

   COMMUNITY CENTER 
All Community Center classes and activities are held in  Jarvis Hall, 4505 N. 

Ocean Drive (next to Town Hall).  For information, call Community 
Center Director Armilio Bien-Aime at 954-640-4225. The center’s monthly 

calendars are also posted on the Town Web site: www.lbts-fl .gov.

10-11:30AM  Windows

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

1-4PM Yoga, Ping Pong 
and Computer Q&A.

10AM-11:30AM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating and
electronic devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Performimg Arts
workshop,  Italian 
and ping pong.

10AM-11:30AM Bridge, 
Interior Decorating and
electronic devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Performimg Arts
workshop,  Italian 
and ping pong.

10-11:30AM Word 
processing.

11:45AM-12:45PM 
Meditation

1-4PM Spanish, 
handheld devices,
Spanish & Ping Pong.

Presidents’ Day
No scheduled activities

Town Hall is also closed.

10-11:30AM  Facebook

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

12PM-4PM Yoga, Ping 
Pong & Computer Q&A.
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