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BOARD VACANCIES
The Town is seeking two 
residents to serve on 

the Board 
of Adjust-
ment. The 
BOA meets 
as needed 
(about three 
or four times 

per year) to review Town
land development 
variance requests. To 
submit an application, 
call the Town Clerk’s 
Offi  ce at 954-640-4200.  

Town’s tax rate among lowest in Broward
Looking for a good car 
mechanic, local vet or 
a good dentist? Next-
door is a free and private 

online social 
network for 
Town 
residents 
and nearby 
neighbor-

hoods. Once you sign-up, 
you can join your Town 
neighbors online and 
share helpful information 
on just about any topic. 
To register, go to https://
nextdoor.com/neighbor-
hood/lauderdalebythe-
seafl --lauderdale-by-the-
sea--fl /.

     The Town of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea has the third lowest property tax rate 
among Broward’s 31 municipalities, and the second lowest Fire Assessment fee.

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea’s $3.6873 tax 
rate is also lower than our closest municipal 
neighbors. The Village of Sea Ranch 
Lakes’ tax rate is $7.5000, which ranked 
No. 25. Pompano Beach is ranked 
No. 10 with a rate of $5.3252. Fort 
Lauderdale ranked No. 6 with a $4.2803
tax rate.
     The Town’s residential Fire Assessment Fee of $129.85 is the second lowest in Broward 
County. Lighthouse Point is the only community with a lower fire fee.
     One of the Town’s key strategic goals, which we are surpassing, is to keep our millage 
rate and Fire Assessment Fee in the lowest quartile of all the cities in Broward County.
     Unlike a number of other cities, the Town  has no debt.

       
      TAX & FIRE FEE RANKINGS
   Turn to Page 7 for a complete list of 
    property tax rates & fire assessment fees. 

     The Town of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea urges everyone not to release balloons 
or throw away plastic that could end up in the ocean, where the debris can harm
or kill sea turtles, other marine animals and birds.

     More than 100 million marine animals are killed worldwide 
each year due to plastic debris, according to the Sea Turtle 
Conservancy. Sea turtles sometimes mistake balloons and

 plastic bags for jellyfish, a staple in their normal diet. 
              There is an estimated 100 million tons of plastic floating in oceans 

around the world. Eighty percent of the plastic debris comes from 
land, washing out to sea from our beaches, roads, parkling lots 

and nearby highways. Plastic bags, bottles, balloons, packaging materials and food wrappers 
all contribute to the problem.
     The Town recently modified its Special Event Permit Application to discourage people 
from releasing helium or air balloons. Florida state law also prohibits the release of 10 or 
more helium balloons.

Town urges everyone not to release balloons  
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RETURN TO MAYBERRY: This Lauderdale-By-The Sea Police Department photo appeared in the 1966 Town Directory. 
Pictured are Police Chief John Hovey (l) and his entire 4-man department. Note how the offi  cers’ weapons are 
located in cross-draw holsters, a standard practice at the time. The Town today contracts with the Broward Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, which assigns 24 sworn police personnel to patrol Town streets. Historical Town photograph courtesy Jerry Sehl.

The Town Police Department in 1966 

“It will be interesting to see if anything

can be done to alleviate a presently

 impossible traffi  c problem, with the 

opening of the Commercial Boulevard 

Bridge into the narrow roads of the Town.”

 Lauderdale-By-The-Sea 1966 Directory 

    The Town of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea has 
undergone many changes since it was first
incorporated in 1927 (after reverting to the county, 
the Town reincorporated in 1947). 

    One of the biggest changes was the construction of the 
Commercial Boulevard Bridge in 1965.
     Many residents were opposed to the state project,
fearing it would bring more traffic. They were right. 
     In an article in the 1966 Town Directory about the 
hiring of new Police Chief John Hovey, the Town’s 2,300 
full-time residents welcomed the chief to his new 
position. The next sentence states:  “It will be interesting
to see if anything can be done to alleviate a presently 
impossible traffic problem, with the opening of the traffic 
from Commercial Boulevard Bridge into the narrow roads 
of the Town.”
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El Mar Greenway Project moves into design phase 

STREETSCAPE: An artist’s proposed rendering of what El Mar Drive could look like after our Greenway project with the state is completed.

     The Florida Department of Transportation’s 
Greenway Project to transform El Mar Drive into 
a more pedestrian-and bike-friendly roadway is 
moving into the design phase. 

     The state has already approved funds to design the 
project and is now seeking bidders.
     Before those design plans are approved, however, 
public hearings will be held where Town residents can 
voice their opinions about the design proposals.
     The Town Commission wants residents to tell it 
what they think about FDOT’s designs, which will be 
based on comments people made at public hearings 
back in 2014.
     The dates for the hearings will be publicized in
Town Topics, the Town website, Comcast Channel 78 
and U-Verse Channel 99.
     Based on public hearings held in 2014, there was a 
consensus that the El Mar Greenway should be a
walkway, preferably meandering, with benches, trees, 
and lighting located in the existing median (except 
in the downtown area where the median is not wide 
enough to accommodate it because of the parking 
spaces on either side).
     The FDOT said drainage will be part of the project. 

     Residents also warmed to the idea of reducing
traffic to one broad lane in each direction at just the 
north and south ends of El Mar Drive to create more 
attractive public spaces at the main entrances to the 
Town’s signature seaside street. At the upcoming work-
shops to review FDOT’s designs, residents can discuss 
paving, landscaping, street lighting, street furniture and 
lane widths, etc.
     After a final design is selected and an estimate of 
the construction cost is better known, the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) will need to approve 
construction funds. 
     The Town will also contribute funds for the project. 
The MPO is a county transportation planning agency 
that makes key decisions about the expenditure of 
federal and state funds to support a regional
transportation system to enhance the environmental and 
economic well-being of the entire community.

R id t l d t th id f d i

 
       TRANSPORTATION WORKSHOP

     The Town Commission will hold a workshop on townwide
      transporation issues at 6PM on Tuesday, May 2.  This is not
      about the El Mar Drive project per se, although residents
      are free to ask any questions about any transportation issues.
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SHOWING RESPECT: You can now drop off  your old 
American fl ags for proper disposal at Town Hall, thanks 
to Broward Commissioner Chip LaMarca, who gave 
the Town an offi  cial U.S. Flag Disposal Box in March. 
The most common way to dispose of a tattered or 
torn American fl ag is to burn it in a special ceremony.

Town Commission honors
Beachside Village Resort

‘THIRD THURSDAYS’ FLAG DISPOSAL 

SIDEWALK SHOPPING: The shops and restaurants in 
the Green Turtle Plaza on Commercial Boulevard invite 
you to stop by every ‘Third Thursday’ of the month 
for music, food and drinks. The plaza’s next events are 
scheduled for May 18 and June 15 from 5 to 8PM. 
The Town supports events to increase pedestrian
traffi  c in the business plazas west of North Ocean Drive.

     The Town Commission recently issued a proclamation 
honoring the Beachside Village Resort for its outstanding 
rankings on Trip Advisor, the world's largest online travel portal.
     In the critical customer category for Best Service, Trip
Advisor not only ranked the Beachside Village Resort No. 2 in 
the United States, but also 23rd in the entire world. Beachside 
Village Resort is also ranked No. 1 out of 30 hotels in Town.
     Pictured in the photo (left to right) are Mayor Scot Sasser, 
Vice Mayor Mark Brown, Dave Gadsby, Lucke Ricciuti, and 
Commissioners Buz Oldaker, Elliot Sokolow and Chris Vincent. 
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SEE OATS BY THE SEASHORE ORCHIDS BY THE SEA

BEACH DAY: More than 100 fi fth 
graders from Pine Crest School 
planted 5,000 sea oats in front 
of the Southern Seas Hotel in late 
March as part of Project Roc 
(Reclaiming Our Coastline). Sea 
oats trap sand and help build 
dunes to stem beach erosion.
More than 50,000 sea oats have 
been planted on the Town’s 2.5 
mile long beach since 2012.
Project Roc’s partners include the 
Youth Environmental Alliance, 
Hands On Broward, the South 
Florida Audubon Society, the 
Community Foundation of 
Broward and Young at Art Museum.

WORK DAY: Several Town 
employees, including Paul 
Leyh (above) and Horace 
Jones (right) helped the 
Town’s Garden Club attach 
150 orchids to palm trees 
along Commercial Boulevard 
in late March. More than 250 
orchids were attached to 
trees a year ago. The Town 
has worked with the Garden 
Club, the second largest in 
Broward County, to plant 
the colorful fl owers to help 
beautify the Town business 
plazas that are located 
west of North Ocean Drive. 

Town family raising funds to help son with Spina Bifi da

       
   HOW TO HELP MATIAS

  CHECK 

Special Needs Trust Benefit of Matias Bermudez
6278 N. Federal Highway, #480, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

ONLINE

www.gofundme.com/treatmentsformatias

     A Lauderdale-By-The-Sea family is raising funds 
to pay for stem cell treatments for their son, Matias, 3, 
who was born with a severe form of Spina Bifida.

     Hernan and Jessica Bermudez held a fundraiser for 
Matias in Jarvis Hall in April to help pay for stem cell treat-
ments in Mexico or China. More information about Matias’ 
medical condition is available on Facebook at Treatments 
For Matias. See the box below for info on how to contribute. 

Three-year-old Matias Bermudez with his father, Hernan, in Jarvis Hall.
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PROPERTY TAX & RESIDENTIAL FIRE ASSESSMENT RANKINGS

Lighthouse Point       1    $90.34
  
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea   2   $129.85  

Pompano Beach             3   $134  

Coral Springs              4   $155 
 
Cooper City               5   $161.28

Davie                 6   $189 

Deerfield Beach               7   $175 

Coconut Creek         8   $177.79

Unincorporated Broward  9   $190  

North Lauderdale         10   $197

Hallandale Beach          11   $198 

Oakland Park         12   $199 

Sunrise          13   $199.50 

Dania Beach          14   $200 

Wilton Manors         15   $210.18 

Parkland          16   $210

Hollywood         17   $222  

Fort Lauderdale         18   $256  

Pembroke Pines         19   $261.28  

Lauderdale Lakes        20   $292.60

Tamarac         21   $350  

Miramar         22   $372.84  

West Park         23   $381  

Weston         24   $408.23 

Lauderhill         25   $438

Southwest Ranches      26   $448.13 

Weston      1  $2.3900

Hillsboro Beach            2  $3.5000

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea     3  $3.6873

Lighthouse Point     4  $3.7892

Parkland      5  $3.9800

Fort Lauderdale             6  $4.2803

Southwest Ranches     7  $4.4629

Lazy Lakes                 8  $4.7931 

Coral Springs                 9  $5.0930

Pompano Beach             10  $5.3252

Davie       11  $5.6962

Hallandale Beach            12  $5.7998

Plantation                 13  $5.9000

Coconut Creek     14  $6.1370

Oakland Park      15  $6.1555

Pembroke Pines     16             $6.2381

Dania Beach      17  $6.2462

Sunrise      18                $6.4293

Deerfi eld Beach     19  $6.5007

Cooper City     20  $6.5272

Wilton Manors                21                $6.5547

Miramar      22  $6.7654 

Margate                 23  $7.0593

Tamarac                 24  $7.3638

Sea Ranch Lakes            25  $7.5000

North Lauderdale           26  $7.5000

Hollywood      27    $7.7363

Pembroke Park     28  $8.5000

West Park                 29      $8.6500 

Lauderhill                        30              $8.6180

Lauderdale Lakes          31  $9.7100 Source: Broward County Property Appraiser’s Offi  ce. There 
were no fi re fees listed for Hillsboro Beach, Lazy Lakes,
Plantation, Margate, Sea Ranch Lakes and Pembroke Park.

     The Town of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea has Broward County’s third lowest municipal tax rate, and the second 
lowest residential fi re assessment fee. Less than 20 percent of your ad valorem property taxes go to the Town.
The biggest share of your annual tax bill (68 percent) goes to the Broward School Board and Broward County.

FIRE ASSESSMENT FEESPROPERTY TAX RATES

Source: Broward County Property Appraiser’s Offi  ce.
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Talk of the Town Show will 
feature local story tellers

   LBTS EVENTS
Go to www.lbtsevents.com for the latest event updates!

SEA SHORTS: Patt Sessa (l) and Angela Mary Piraino 
were sisters in Yellow, one of fi ve 10-minute plays
performed in March in Jarvis Hall by the Community 
Center Theater Arts Group. More than 350 people 
attended the Town’s annual theater production event.

TOWN EVENTS “ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE”

     The Town’s Evening in 
Jarvis Hall Series in May 
is about story tellers, peo-

ple with 
unusual
or funny 
stories 
about their 
lives. The 
event is 
from 7 to 
8:30PM on 

Wednesday, May 24 in 
Jarvis Hall, 4501 N. Ocean 
Drive (next to Town Hall). 
The host for ‘Talk of the 
Town’ is Glenn McCormick 
(see photo), an Oakland 

Park resident who was part 
of this year’s Sea Shorts 
theater production cast 
and crew. The event is free. 
     For more info, please 
call Armilio  Bien-Aime at 
954-640-4225. 

Dancing By The Sea
     The Town’s popular 
second and fourth Sunday 
of the month Dancing By 
The Sea program at the 
Beach Pavilion in Anglin’s 
Square was extended
until July 23rd. The new 
summer hours are from 6 
to 8PM, starting on May 
14th. The program is free!
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TOWN DIRECTORY

Mayor Scot Sasser
954-560-4629

Vice Mayor Mark Brown
954-781-6538 

Commissioner Buz Oldaker
954-530-5279 

Commissioner Chris Vincent
954-612-8606

Commissioner Elliot Sokolow
954-599-5800

Town Hall
954-640-4200

Development Services
954-640-4210

Building Department
954-640-4215

Municipal Services
954-640-4232

Parking Enforcement
954-640-4231

Broward Sheriff’s LBTS Office
954-640-4240 (Mon-Fri)

BSO Non-Emergency Dispatch
954-764-4357 (HELP)

Volunteer Fire Department
954-640-4250

American Medical Response
954-776-3300

Town e-mail addresses are
available at www.lbts-fl.gov

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
4501 N. Ocean Drive
LBTS, FL 33308
Tel: 954-640-4200
Fax: 954-640-4236

Town Topics is published quarterly and 
available on the Town’s website. To 
submit information, e-mail the Public 
Information Office: steved@lbts-fl.gov.

Cover photo: This photo at Anglin’s Pier was 
taken by Town resident Sandra K. Booth. 

    TOWN MEETINGS

Town Commission

                
    *MAY 2 6PM
 MAY 9 6:30PM
 MAY 23 6:30PM
    
     JUNE 13 6:30PM
 JUNE 27 6:30PM

 JULY 11 6:30PM
 JULY 25 6:30PM

*Transportation Workshop.

Planning & Zoning Board

MAY 17 6PM
 JUNE 21 6PM 
 JULY 19 6PM

Board of Adjustment

    MAY 3 5PM
     JUNE 7 5PM 
 JULY 5 5PM
  
Code Magistrate 

 APRIL 27 5PM
 MAY 25  5PM
 JUNE 22 5PM

Parking Ticket Hearings

 APRIL 27 4PM
 MAY 25 4PM
 JUNE 22 4PM

PUBLIC ACCESS
•  The Town Commission agenda and

backup material are available for 
review in Town Hall and also posted
on our Web site (www.lbts-fl.gov.)
the Friday before the meeting.

•  Commission meetings are televised on 
Channel 78 and our Web site. Meetings 
are re-broadcast daily on TV at noon, 
as well 7 PM Thursday through Sunday.
Videos of all meetings are also online.
Commission meetings can also be
seen on Channel 99 by AT&T 
customers who subscribe to U-Verse.

•  The Town will provide the appropriate
auxiliary aids and services under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Please 
contact the Town Clerk’s office at
954-640-4200 for further assistance.

  SOUTH OF COMMERCIAL

UPCOMING BULK 
TRASH SCHEDULE

MONDAY
Trash & Yard Waste Pick-Up

THURSDAY
Trash & Recycling Cart Pick-up

TUESDAY
 Trash & Yard Waste Pick-Up

FRIDAY
Trash & Recycling Cart Pick-Up

     There are exceptions to this 
schedule based on location. If you 
need to confi rm your pick-up day, 
call Waste Pro at 954-967-4200. 
Note: If your yard waste or recycling 
cart is not placed on the curb on the 
correct day, it will not be picked up.

For updated recycling information, 
please go to the Town’s Web site at 

www.lauderdalebythesea-fl .gov/recycle_trash/
or send an e-mail to recycle@lbts-fl .gov.

REGULAR TRASH,
RECYCLING & YARD

    WASTE SCHEDULE
 SOUTH OF COMMERCIAL

 NORTH OF COMMERCIAL

NORTH OF COMMERCIAL

First Friday of the month

05/05/17 
06/02/17
07/07/17
08/04/17

First Thursday of the  month

05/04/17
06/01/17 
07/06/17
08/03/17



A  N E W  S U M M E R  S E R I E S

ANGLIN’S SQUARE BEACH PAVILION

 

Commercial Boulevard and the Ocean
6:00 – 8:00 pm NEW SUMMER HOURS

FREE 
SEASIDE
DANCE
CLASSES

  LBTSEVENTS.COM/EVENTS   954-776-1000

SWING SALSA TANGO BALLROOM

MAY 14 THRU JULY 23
2nd & 4th Sunday each month
May 14 & 28   -    June 11 & 25   -   July 9 & 23

Let your feet fly! 

Let Your Summer
Dancing Feet Fly!

Danny Carter of 
Dance Moves 

 Free dance Instruction  

 Music by DJ Samour

DANCING
BY THE SEA

SAVE THE SUMMER DATES!

FACEBOOK.COM/LBTSEVENTS #LOVELBTS
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

5

9 10 11

 

12

16

10-11:30AM Scanners and 
printers (cable & wireless). 
 
1-3:45PM Conversational 
Spanish for beginners 
and handheld devices.

17

10-11:30AM Drawing.

12:30PM-3:30PM Arts 
and Crafts Workshop.

18 

10-11:30AM Facebook. 

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

1PM-4PM Yoga and 
Computer Q & A.
 

19

10AM-12PM Games, 
Interior Decorating,  Poetry, 
Ipad, Ipod & other 
electronic devices.

12-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views, 
Italian, French and ping 
pong on the patio

 
23

10-11:30AM Internet 
downloading.  

1-3:45PM Conversational 
Spanish for beginners 
and handheld devices.

24

10-11:30AM Watercolors 

12:30PM-3:30PM Arts 
and Crafts Workshop.

7PM-8:30PM Evening at 
Jarvis Hall Series: “Talk 
of the Town Show” with 
host Glenn McCormick.

25 26

15

22

10-11:30AM  Intermediate 
Windows  OS -X.

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

1PM-4PM Yoga and 
Computer Q & A.

10-11:30AM  Computers 
for beginners and word 
processing.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-4PM Bridge, games, 
Yoga, Yoga & Beyond, 
ping pong and Spanish.

21

10-11:30AM Drawing
 
12:30PM-3:30PM Arts 
and Crafts Workshop. 
Come join our fun group 
and share your favorite 
craft with others.

30

10-11:30AM  Intermediate 
word processing.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-3:45PM Bridge, games, 
Yoga, Yoga & Beyond, 
ping pong and Spanish.

29

10-11:30AM DUsing 
Skype and Facetime.

1-3:45PM Handheld 
devices and Spanish.

10AM-12PM Games, 
Interior Decorating, 
poetry and electronic 
devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views,   
Italian, French and 
ping pong on the patio.

COMMUNITY CENTER MAY 2017 CALENDAR

10-11:30AM Watercolors

12:30PM-3:30PM Arts
and Crafts Workshop.

10-11:30AM  Organizing 
computer files & folders.

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

1-4PM Yoga and 
Computer Q & A.

10AM-12PM Games, 
Poetry, Interior 
Decorating and
electronic devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views,   
Italian, French and 
ping pong.

10AM-12PM Games, 
Interior Decorating, 
Poetry and electronic 
devices.
12PM-4PM Brown Bag 
Friday, News & Views,   
Italian, French and
ping pong on the patio.

10-11:30AM Internet,  
e-mail and wi-fi hotspots.

1-4PM Conversational 
Spanish for beginners 
and handheld devices.

10-11:30AM  Buying and 
using digital cameras.

11:45AM-12:45PM Tai Chi/
Qigong

1PM-4PM Yoga and 
Computer Q & A.

3 4

31

10-11:30AM  Play, rip and 
burn music on your 
computer.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-3:45PM Bridge, games, 
Yoga, Yoga & Beyond, 
ping pong and Spanish.

10-11:30AM  Shopping for 
computers or cell phones.

11:45AM-12:45PM ESL

1-4PM Bridge, games, 
Yoga, Yoga & Beyond, 
ping pong and Spanish.

10-11:30AM Computers 
for beginners.

11:45AM-12:45PM 
Betty Rosse Talk.

1-3:45PM Spanish and 
handheld devices.

8

10-11:30AM Drawing

12:30PM-3:30PM Arts
and Crafts Workshop.
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Relax... Just Wave ‘n’ Ride the

Galt Link Destinations: 
Galt Reading Center | Galleria Mall | Coral Ridge Mall | Beach Community Center 

Coral Ridge Towers | Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Visitor Center
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Town Hall | Anglin Fishing Pier

Galt Link Hours of Operation: 
Mon. thru Wed., Fri. and Sat. - 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

suntrolley.com | 954-TROLLEY

eer

Live Tunes
June 30, 2017

Chair Yoga
May 26, 2017

Feel Good FRIDAYS
SCHEDULE

SERVICE ON THE GALT LINK IS FREE

25th

ANNIVERSARY

Wave ‘n’ Ride the Sun Trolley’s Galt Link 
and enjoy these free onboard activities from Noon to 2 p.m.


