
Town welcomes tourist-friendly B-cycle program

VOLUME 24, ISSUE 2 APRIL-MAY-JUNE 2012www.lbts-fl.gov

TOWN TOPICSTOWN TOPICS
LAUDERDALE-BY-THE-SEA’S OFFICIAL TOWN NEWSLETTER

Meet the Easter Bunny at Easter By-The-Sea on April 7th!

G et ready for another fun Easter By-The-Sea at Town Hall!
This year’s event on Saturday, April 7 starts promptly at

9AM on the Town Hall grounds and in Jarvis Hall, 4505 Ocean
Drive.

There will be three Easter Egg hunts for children 3 and under,
4 to 7 and 8 and up. There will also be a Bonnet Contest for
children 12 and under and 13 and older. The Bonnet Contest,
which will be held under the Jarvis Hall portico, will start right after
the last Easter Egg hunt.  There are prizes for first, second and
third place.

Don’t forget to bring your cameras for photos with the Easter
Bunny! For more details, please see the Easter flyer on Page 5.

Photo By Sunny Eckhardt

ALL SMILES: (l-r) Gabrielle Cammarata, Sloan Berry and
Milan Berry all won prizes at Easter By-The-Sea in 2011!

T he Town of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea became the latest
beachfront community in Broward County to join B-cycle,
a tourist-friendly program that residents can also enjoy.

The Town’s solar-powered B-cycle station was installed in the
northeast corner of the State Road A1A Parking Lot in March.
The station can hold up to 10 bicycles.

Using a credit card, riders pay a one-time fee of $5 plus .50
cents for the first 30 minutes of each ride.
After the first 30 minutes, the fee is $3 for
each additional half-hour.

Bikes can be returned to any of the 27 local
stations in Broward County, including those in
Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood and Pompano
Beach.

The blue bicycles come equipped with a
small basket, bell, chain guard, lock and a

GPS unit to track mileage. A device on the bike can also tell you
how many calories you burned during your ride.

Bikesharing offers Town residents and visitors an alternative
mode of public transportation that is not only good for your
health, but also environmentally-friendly and very affordable.

For more information about Broward B-cycle, please visit the
B-cycle Web site at www.broward.bcycle.com. 
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TOWN DIRECTORY

Mayor Roseann Minnet
954-326-0594

Vice Mayor Scot Sasser
954-254-1743

Commissioners
 Mark Brown
954-781-6538
Stuart Dodd

H: 954-772-4121
 C: 954-612-1600
 Chris Vincent
954-612-8606

TOWN HALL
954-640-4200

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
954-640-4210

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
 954-640-4215

MUNICIPAL SERVICES
 954-640-4232

PARKING ENFORCEMENT
954-640-4229

BROWARD SHERIFF’S OFFICE
954-640-4240 (M-F)

BSO DISPATCH
954-786-4200

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
954-640-4250

AMERICAN MEDICAL RESPONSE
954-776-3300

Town Commission

PUBLIC ACCESS
• The Town Commission agenda and
backup are available in Town Hall. The

agenda and backup material is also
posted on our Web site on the Friday

before the meeting: www.lbts-fl.gov.

• Commission meetings are televised
on Channel 78 and our Web site.

Meetings are re-broadcast at noon
on Monday, Wednesday & Friday,

and 6 PM Thursday. A video archive
of meetings is also available online.

• The Town provides appropriate
auxiliary aids and services under

the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Please contact the Town Clerk

at 954-640-4200 for assistance.

MEETINGS

Board of Adjustment

Planning & Zoning

APRIL 18 - 6:30PM

MAY 16 - 6:30PM

JUNE 20 - 6:30 PM

*APRIL 3 - 6PM

APRIL 10 - 7PM

APRIL 24- 7PM

NO  APRIL MEETING

MAY 2 - 6:30PM

JUNE 6 - 6:30PM

Town e-mail addresses are
available at www.lbts-fl.gov

Code  Compliance

APRIL 18 - 1:30PM

MAY 16 - 1:30 PM

JUNE 20 - 1:30 PM

Parking Hearings

APRIL 18 - 3 PM

MAY 16 - 3 PM

JUNE 20 - 3 PM

*Sunshine and Ethics Law workshop.

TOWN MEETING DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
4501 Ocean Drive
LBTS, FL 33308

Tel: 954-640-4200

Town Topics is published quarterly
and available on the Town’s Web site.
Ads are only accepted from residents
or Town businesses with occupational

licenses. To submit info for the
newsletter, please e-mail the Public

Information Office: steved@lbts-fl.gov.
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2012 BULK TRASH
PICK-UP DATES

Here is the 2012 bulk trash
pick-up schedule for the
remainder of the year. Bulk
trash is picked up south of
Commercial Boulevard on
the first Thursday of the month.
North of Commercial is
picked up on the first Friday.

SOUTH OF COMMERCIAL
04/05/12
05/03/12
06/07/12
07/05/12
08/02/12
09/06/12
10/04/12
11/01/12
12/06/12

NORTH OF COMMERCIAL
04/06/12
05/04/12
06/08/12
07/06/12
08/03/12
09/07/12
10/05/12
11/02/12
12/07/12

In Memoriam
The Town mourned the passing

of longtime Lauderdale-By-The-
Sea resident and business owner
Mary Jane “Janey” Jones, 88,
who died on Feb. 18. Born Mary
Jane Hornickel in Youngstown,
Ohio, she moved to the Town in
1953 and built Janey Apartments
on Bougainvilla Drive. She later
bought Janey II and a single-family
home on Bougainvilla Drive.

Mrs. Jones also worked as a
Realtor and was active for decades
in the Chamber. “She loved this
community and never considered
living anywhere else,” said Frank
Friedenberger, her nephew.

MAY 8 - 7 PM

MAY 22 - 7 PM

JUNE 12 - 7 PM

JUNE 26 - 7PM

Charter Review Board

APRIL 11 - 6:30PM
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The Lauderdale-By-The-
Sea Town Commission
recently appointed 28 residents
to serve on key Town boards
and committees. Here are the
names of the Town’s newest
board and committee members:

Audit Committee
Ben Freeny

John Oughton III
W. Patrick Murphy

Board of Adjustment
Helene Wetherington
Verenice Rapaport

Henry Overton
Gerri  Ann Capotosto

Arthur Franczak
First Alternate

Helen Swinghammer

Charter Review Board
Ken Kugler

Sandra Green
Yann Brandt

David H. Wessels
Susan Delegal
Charles Clark

Ronald Piersante

Planning & Zoning Board
Alfred Oldaker
William Brady

W. Patrick Murphy
David Chanon
Avi Braverman
First Alternate
Eric Yankwitt

Volunteer Fire Department
Fire Pension Board

Judson Hopping
Bonnie Jensen

Mark Conn
Linda Collins

Robert Polyasko
              Miguel San Miguel

New board, committee
members appointed by
the Town Commission

JASMINE GARDEN
Authentic Chinese Cuisine • Dine In • Take Out • Delivery

OPEN MON-SAT 11 AM - 10 PM  • SUNDAY 2 PM - 10 PM

“WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!”
SERVING LBTS PROUDLY SINCE 2004 USING THE

HEALTHIEST & FRESHEST INGREDIENTS IN EACH DISH.

LOCATED  IN  VILLAGE  PLAZACOUPON # 1
$5 OFF ON ORDERS
OVER $30 (BEFORE

TAX AND DELIVERY).

954-785-0499 • 954-785-2011
If you have questions, e-mail us at: Jasmine.Garden@ymail.com

CANNOT COMBINE WITH OTHER
ORDERS EXCLUDING GIFT CERTIFICATE

PURCHASES.  COUPONS  EXPIRES JUNE  30

COUPON # 2
$10 OFF ON ORDERS
OVER $45 (BEFORE

 TAX AND DELIVERY).

OATH OF OFFICE

SIGN HERE: Mayor Roseann Minnet signs the official Oath of Office
certificate in front of Town Clerk June White as Commissioners Stuart
Dodd (l) and Mark Brown wait their turn. Mayor Minnet and Commis-
sioner Dodd were re-elected in January without any ballot opposition.
Brown defeated Edmund Malkoon in Seat 3, the position left open when
Town Commissioner Birute Ann Clottey close not to seek re-election to
a second 4-year term. After thanking Commissioner Clottey for her
service to the Town and the community, Minnet, Dodd and Brown
joined Commissioners Scot Sasser and Chris Vincent in signing the
Town’s Ethical Code of Conduct. The Commission later chose Sasser
to serve as Vice Mayor, a position formerly held by Dodd. Commis-
sioner Vincent was also nominated for the position, but he withdraw his
name to back Sasser, who thanked Commissioner Vincent for his support.
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Marketing helps Town businesses survive and compete

To better promote Lauderdale-
By-The-Sea to tourists, the Town
is working with the Lauderdale By-
The-Sea Chamber of Commerce
and the Greater Fort Lauderdale
Convention and Visitors Bureau
to promote two exciting events this
summer aimed at two distinct
markets: families and scuba divers.

The Town’s marketing goals can
be summed up in one word: put, as
in put ‘heads in beds’ and put
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea on the map!

With that in mind, Town hotels,
retailers and restaurants created a
new event – Family Fun Week
(June 23 – 30). Its purpose: Bring
families here and give them a wide
variety of entertainment options.

Hotels, restaurants and mer-
chants are offering family discounts.
Families staying at participating
hotels receive a Family Fun Week
card good for free and discounted
meals, activities and merchandise.

 As a co-sponsor, the Town is
providing a free concert and movies
in Friedt Family Park, a sea turtle
walk, an arts and craft event and
sand castle contest. Merchants are
offering discounted dancing, skim-
boarding lessons, family gourmet
cooking classes, yoga, jewelry
parties and many other activities.

Family Fun Week is a joint
venture between the Town, the
Chamber of Commerce and indi-
vidual hotels and retailers, which are
contributing  to our marketing costs.

Marketing for the event has
included working with the CVB to
target the best demographics for our
print and online advertising. The
CVB has provided its expertise for
our media buys and ad placement. 

For more info on Family Fun
Week, go to the Town’s new events
Web site: www.lbtsevents.com.

In February, the first event
promoted by the Town was Festival
By-The-Sea, which included the
Chamber’s Taste of the Beach
fund-raiser, a skim-boarding compe-
tition and three other weekly events.

Tourists are vital to the Town’s
economy. They help keep many
Town residents employed by staying
in our hotels and inns, shopping in
our stores and dining in our restau-

rants. Tourists not only pay state
sales taxes while here, but bed
taxes help the CVB promote South
Florida to people around the world.

One of several members on the
ad hoc marketing committee formed
to promote the Town is Chamber
President Mark Silver, the owner
of Argenti Designer Jewelers. He
said it’s great to see the Chamber
and the Town focusing on moving
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea  forward.

“We want to make the Town
better,” he said. “It’s going to be
great for all of us once we get this
going.”

This summer’s diving event is
centered around catching “bugs,”
the term divers use for Florida’s
spiny lobster. Bug Fest By-The-
Sea (July 24-28) features contests,
music, a pier clean-up, underwater
photo contest, lobster bake and Iron
Chef Lobster Competition with
Lenore Nolan-Ryan.

Bug Fest will include a seminar
on how to catch lobster. A
Broward Sheriff’s Office deputy
who will also stress dive safety,
protecting the environment and
following Florida’s lobster regula-
tions. Bug Fest By-The-Sea has
also scheduled a beach diving and
dive refresher clinic for scuba divers.

WAVE RIDER:  Alley Oop camp instructor Danny Rodriguez took part in
the recent skimboarding competition that was part of Festival By-The- Sea.
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Lauderdale-By-The-Sea  moving for

3

1

2

provided valuable ideas for the
streetscape in this area. One
aspect of concern in the design
concept is the reduction of parking
spaces in the two eastern-most
blocks of Commercial. The Town
Commission weighed the advan-
tages of improved public spaces
and the widened sidewalks with the
convenient parking issue, and
directed staff to reconfigure the
layout of the A1A parking lot to
add more parking spaces and come
back with options to add street
parking elsewhere to offset the loss
of spaces on Commercial.

The Anglin’s Square project is
expected to breathe new life into
the heart of our beachfront commer-
cial district. The anticipated cost is
$2 million; the Town has the funds
for construction budgeted.

The designers are now working
on a more detailed design for the
project and have their marching
orders to ensure the project main-
tains the unique characteristics of
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea. The public
will have additional chances to voice
their opinions as the more detailed
designs come back to the Commis-
sion later this Spring. The project is
not expected to be constructed until
after the 2013 tourist season.

the Town — from the intersection at
Commercial and State Road A1A
east to the Beach Pavilion.

The design concept prepared by
Jaime Correa & Associates was
approved by the Town Commission
in February after many  meetings,
discussions and revisions to accom-
modate input from downtown
business owners, calls for making
the two block stretch much more
pedestrian-friendly.  The project will
expand views of the ocean and
public gathering spaces. It calls for
much wider and tree-shaded side-
walks, room for sidewalk dining,
unencumbered views to the sea, and
two plazas. The plans also include
new signalization and crosswalks to
improve pedestrian safety at A1A
and Commercial.

Some of the ideas contained in
this revitalization project were
present in Master Plans dating
back many years. Enthusiasm for
improvements to the streetscape in
this area of Town was evident in last
year’s Master Plan update discus-
sions, the walk-around with David
Sucher, author of City Comforts,
and the University of Miami
School of Architecture’s commu-
nity design workshops where
residents and business owners

The Town of Lauderdale-By-
The-Sea has undertaken an ambi-
tious schedule of capital projects
this year. Some are just starting
while others are done or about to
begin. Here is an update on six key
projects:

SRA1A Beautification
The streetscape and landscape

improvements on State Road A1A
from Pine Avenue north to Terra

Mar Drive were completed
in late March. The project,

which began in September 2011, is
expected to come in more than
$25,000 under budget! The initial
cost estimate was $652,000; two-
thirds of the project was paid for with
federal funds.  In addition to trees,
decorative sidewalk pavers, seat
walls and wooden benches, small,
decorative monuments featuring
pelicans were also added.

Flamingo Avenue Drainage
The Flamingo Avenue Drain-

age Project at the south end of Town
was completed in February! The
total cost to design and install a
new exfiltration system was

$148,000, $500 less than
budgeted. This project was

identified as a top priority
drainage project last year, and the
need for it was further demonstrated
by the heavy rainfall in November
which caused significant flooding
and damage in the parking garage,
first floor utility rooms and elevator
shafts at the Fountainhead
Condominium. The Town negoti-
ated a cost-sharing agreement on
this project with the adjacent Plaza
East Condominium in Fort Lauder-
dale, since water runoff from its
property contributes significantly to
the water flow to this street. Plaza
East has agreed to pay 55 percent
of the $112,000 in construction costs.

Commercial Boulevard
(A1A east to the pavilion)

The project that will have perhaps
the greatest visual impact on
Town is the redesign of the

public spaces in the very  heart of
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Flooding on Bougainvilla Drive
just south of Pine Avenue has
been a long-standing problem that
will be addressed by this project.

Right now, Bougainvilla is a
broad swath of asphalt with
almost no landscaping.

Since the road will be torn up for
drainage, the Town asked the
design team to also provide plans to
beautify the street. The Town set
aside $800,000 for this project in the
budget. The predominance of  90
degree angle back-out parking
makes beautification a challenge.

The Town held a community
meeting in Jarvis Hall in March
with property owners on Bougainvilla
to present preliminary conceptual
designs for landscaping. Both
conceptual designs affect the
parking configuration, and include
a decorative intersection at
Bougainvilla Drive and Washingtonia
Avenue.

Residents supported efforts to
alleviate the flooding that occurs
after big rainstorms but urged the
Town to retain as much parking as
possible, which the Town has
agreed to do.  Discussions with
property owners will continue. 

Commercial: Seagrape west to the bridge

One of the themes of the Town’s Master Plan, reinforced by last year’s
community design workshop in Jarvis Hall, was the need to upgrade and
revitalize the commercial district on Commercial Boulevard west of State Road

A1A and to clearly make a statement at the entry to Town that you’ve
entered a unique place.

Architectural Alliance, a Fort Lauderdale-based design firm, and
Flynn Engineering, a Lauderdale-By-The-Sea firm with offices on Commercial

Harbor Drive Drainage

Bougainvilla Drive Drainage &
Streetscape (Town Hall to Pine)

4

6

5

STREET SMART: Jay Flynn of Flynn Engineering points out a proposed
streetscape design for Commercial Boulevard between the Intracoastal
Waterway and Seagrape Drive at a meeting on March 21st to Robert
Pollack of the Camera Clinic, a business at 250 E. Commercial Blvd.

(See STREET on Page 8)

PLAN B: This rendering
shows one of two proposed
streetscape plans for
Commercial Boulevard from
the bridge east to East
Tradewinds. Both plans
would add landscaping and
widen sidewalks. The goal
is to make this area more
pedestrian-friendly  and to
entice people to shop and
dine there. The wider
sidewalks will also allow
restaurants  to offer outdoor
dining. All of the renderings
are available on the Town
Web site: www.lbts-fl.gov.

rward with key capital improvements

5

In the Town’s ongoing efforts to
alleviate problem flood areas

throughout the community,
especially after heavy rainfalls,
work on the Harbor Drive

Drainage Project is expected to
begin in late April or early May.

The Town Commission awarded
the construction contract in late
March for $330,000, which was
$22,000 less than had been origi-
nally anticipated by the Town’s
engineer.

The capital improvement project
will improve drainage and mitigate
street flooding along Harbor Drive
from Seagrape Drive west to West
Tradewinds. 
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Boulevard, were hired to design
the Commercial Boulevard
streetscape from the Intracoastal
east to Seagrape Drive.

An open meeting attended by
20 business owners and residents
was held on March 21 in Jarvis
Hall to review two preliminary
concept designs, which includes
the Town parking lots on the north
and south sides of the road.

Both design concepts will slow
down traffic, make the roadway
more appealing and, hopefully,
entice drivers and pedestrians to
shop, dine and do business here.
The project includes widening the
sidewalks in front of the shops on
the north and south part of the road.

The Town Commission  initially
reviewed these concepts on March
27th after a detailed PowerPoint
presentation was made to commis-
sioners and the public.

STREET (continued from Page 7)

AROUND TOWN

GARDEN CLUB FLOWER SHOW!BOCCE BALL!

Photo By Sunny Eckhardt

Loyola Gray of the Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Garden Club
received an Honorable Mention ribbon for her giant
anthurium leaf with three orange gerbera daisies
and a Lady Palm Leaf. The Garden Club’s 2012 Flower
Show was co-chaired by Marilyn Carr and Nancy Leslie.

Al Bender of the Florida Amputee Support Team (F.A.S.T.)
plays bocce at Friedt Family Park behind Town Hall on
the second Sunday of the month at 11AM. F.A.S.T. is
a non-profit group in Broward County that offers support,
information and training to amputees in the community.

Shield lights during sea turtle nesting season

Sea turtle nesting season
(March 1 — Oct. 31) is underway
and beachfront residents and
business owners are reminded to
remember shield their lights.

Under the Town’s ordinance,
beachfront property and
condo owners must
switch off exterior
lights that illuminate
the beach and close
draperies to shield
interior lights.

Please be aware when walking
along El Mar Drive at night that the
Town has shielded or turned off
street lights that can be seen from
the beach, which makes the road-
way much darker.

When turtle nests hatch, the
hatchlings are often disoriented by
artificial lights and will crawl towards
the lights instead of the ocean. By

keeping your blinds drawn, you
give the turtles a better chance
to survive.

Loggerhead sea turtles, a
threatened species, may lay
four to five nests per season;

each nest contains
about 110 eggs. In

2011 there were
2,126 loggerhead
nests deposited
on our beaches

here in Broward.
Peak turtle

nesting season is in
June and July.

If you see a large turtle
coming ashore, please observe
from a distance and avoid the
urge to get closer. For more
info, call the Broward County
Sea Turtle Conservation
Program at 954-519-1255.
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The Town Commission held a
special meeting in March on the
issue of beach renourishment.
Broward County is proposing to
widen the Town’s beaches at the
north and south end of our shoreline.

The Town’s
concerns about
the project include
the disruption to
tourists and
residents during
construction, the
cost of the project

and the negative impact it would
have on the Town’s coral reefs.

The Commission is waiting for the
County to address several of its
questions before making a final
decision. The County has said the
Town’s beaches are in good shape,
but that the Town’s portion of the
beach widening project in the south
is important to Galt Ocean Mile in
Fort Lauderdale.

The Town is considering con-
tracting with Florida Atlantic
University to re-draw its north and
south election districts. The Town is
required by charter to identify and
designate northern and southern
election districts in 2012. Even
though members of the Commis-
sion are elected by all voters,
Commission candidates must reside
in certain districts in order to qualify.

Since the Town’s population only
increased by about 200 people after
the 2010 U.S. Census, the Town
has asked FAU to first determine if
it is even necessary to re-draw the
districts at this time.

The VFD established a commit-
tee to evaluate the types of trucks
available and the costs. The truck’s
price was determined to be competi-
tive. Funds for the purchase came
from the Town’s Fire Fund Ac-
count.

Pedrito’s Bike Shope, 238
Commercial Blvd.

Attorney Douglas Bates, 221
Commercial Blvd.

Daisy Coffee House, 107
Commmrcial Blvd.

Sea Restaurant, 235 Commer-
cial Blvd.

Malcolm McClintock is the
Interim Executive Director of the
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Cham-
ber of Commerce. McClintock
took over as the chamber’s top
administrator in March, replacing
Judy Swaggerty. He had been on
the Chamber’s executive board.

WHAT’S NEW IN TOWN

Beach Widening Project Election Districts

Fire Engine

The Town has agreed to buy a
new fire truck this year for $325,000
to help upgrade the Volunteer Fire
Department’s firefighting capability.
The truck will be delivered in about
six months.

New businesses

Chamber Director
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