
Town prepares to celebrate Fourth of July!
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Town Commission approves East Commercial design project

T he Town once again has a spectacular Fourth of July
planned for residents and visitors this year! Here is the sched-

ule of events:
10:00AM - 11:30AM: Parade
Our annual parade, featuring  community floats and bike con-

tests, celebrates our nation’s  independence! For more parade info,
call 954-640-4252.  You can also e-mail 4parade@att.net.

11:30AM - 12:30PM: VFD Demon-
stration

The Volunteer Fire Department
will conduct an equipment demonstra-
tion for kids. Children can also get
their photograph taken with Sparky!

12:30PM - 3PM: Beach Activities
Sandcastle Building Contest: Prizes and judging by Aruba

Beach Café on the beach in front of El Prado Park.
Water Rides: A fun way to cool courtesy of the Village Grille,

Aruba Beach Café and 101 Ocean.
Ice Cream: Cool off with delicious ice cream from Kilwin’s.
Tug of War at the Beach: Hosted by the VFD.
American Hot Dogs: Enjoy a hot dog combo provided by

Burger Fi and other local businesses.
3PM: Custard eating contest for children at Burger Fi!
4PM: Hamburger eating contest for adults at Burger Fi!
9PM - 9:30PM: Fireworks off the beach at El Prado Park.

JULY  FOURTH  INFO
For more July 4 info, see
the flier on Pages 6 and 7.

ROUTE: The Town’s annual Fourth of July parade
begins on Bougainvilla Drive behind Town Hall, heads
north to Pine Avenue, east to El Mar Drive, south to
Hibiscus and then west back to Bougainvilla before
heading north returning to the Town Hall starting point.

(See DESIGN on Page 4)

T he Town Commission approved the schematic design for the East Commercial Streetscape Project,
 which will transform the commercial district east of State Road A1A into an inviting, pedestrian-friendly

public space with wider sidewalks, attractive plazas, shade trees and a clear vista to the Atlantic Ocean.
Construction is expected to begin after the 2013 tourist season.
The streetscape project includes many ideas promulgated in the Town’s 2004

Master Plan, which recommended a pedestrian-only plaza on Commercial
Boulevard east of A1A. The plan adopted by the Town is a compromise that
addressed parking access needs raised by Anglin’s Pier and Aruba Beach Café.

DESIGN SCHEME
The East Commercial design
plans are on the Town’s
Web site: www.lbts-fl.gov.
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TOWN DIRECTORY

Mayor Roseann Minnet
954-326-0594

Vice Mayor Scot Sasser
954-254-1743

Commissioners
 Mark Brown
954-781-6538
Stuart Dodd

H: 954-772-4121
 C: 954-612-1600
 Chris Vincent
954-612-8606

TOWN HALL
954-640-4200

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
954-640-4210

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
 954-640-4215

MUNICIPAL SERVICES
 954-640-4232

PARKING ENFORCEMENT
954-640-4229

BROWARD SHERIFF’S OFFICE
954-640-4240 (M-F)

BSO DISPATCH
954-786-4200

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
954-640-4250

AMERICAN MEDICAL RESPONSE
954-776-3300

Town Commission

PUBLIC ACCESS
• The Town Commission agenda and
backup are available in Town Hall. The

agenda and backup material is also
posted on our Web site on the Friday

before the meeting: www.lbts-fl.gov.

• Commission meetings are televised
on Channel 78 and our Web site.

Meetings are re-broadcast at noon
on Monday, Wednesday & Friday,

and 6 PM Thursday. A video archive
of meetings is also available online.

• The Town provides appropriate
auxiliary aids and services under

the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Please contact the Town Clerk

at 954-640-4200 for assistance.

MEETINGS

Board of Adjustment

Planning & Zoning

JULY 18 - 6:30PM
AUG. 15 - 6:30PM

SEPT. 19 - 6:30 PM

JULY 10 - 7PM
*JULY 24 - 5:30PM

JULY 24 - 7PM

NO JULY MEETING
AUG. 1 - 6:30PM

SEPT. 9 - 6:30PM

Town e-mail addresses are
available at www.lbts-fl.gov

Code  Compliance
JULY 18 - 1:30PM
AUG. 15 - 1:30 PM
SEPT. 19 - 1:30 PM

Parking Hearings

JULY 18 - 3 PM
AUG. 15 - 3 PM
SEPT. 19 - 3 PM

*Adopt Proposed Fire Assessment & Millage Rate.

**1st Public Hearing on Proposed 2012-13 Budget.

***Adopt Final Millage Rate and 2012-13 Budget.

****This meeting will likely be rescheduled.

TOWN MEETING DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
4501 Ocean Drive
LBTS, FL 33308

Tel: 954-640-4200

Town Topics is published quarterly
and available on the Town’s Web site.
Ads are only accepted from residents
or Town businesses with occupational

licenses. To submit info for the
newsletter, please e-mail the Public

Information Office: steved@lbts-fl.gov.
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2012 BULK TRASH
PICK-UP DATES

Here is the 2012 bulk trash
pick-up schedule for the
remainder of the year. Bulk
trash is picked up south of
Commercial Boulevard on
the first Thursday of the month.
North of Commercial is
picked up on the first Friday.

SOUTH OF COMMERCIAL

NORTH OF COMMERCIAL

Charter Review Board
JULY 11 - 6:30PM
AUG. 8 - 6:30PM

*SEPT. 12 - 6:30PM

07/05/12

08/02/12

09/06/12

10/04/12

11/01/12

12/06/12

07/06/12

08/03/12

09/07/12

10/05/12

11/02/12

12/07/12

AUG. 21 - 7PM

SEPT. 11 - 7PM
**SEPT. 12 - 7PM

***SEPT. 24 - 7 PM
****SEPT. 25 - 7 PM

*Meeting date subject to change.
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THE 2012-13 BUDGET
MEETING TIMETABLE

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY: The Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Chamber of
Commerce honored moms this year with a Mother’s Day Jazz Concert
in El Prado Park. LBTS Chamber President Mark Silver (right) and
Chamber Secretary Shevaun Steward-Kuhn sold roses at the event!

TOWN EVENT PHOTOS!
Mother’s Day Jazz Concert!

EGGSQUISITE HATS: These young girls were all smiles at Easter-by-
The-Sea, which attracted hundreds of children of all ages to the event!

Easter-By-The-Sea!

Photo By Sunny Eckhardt

Tuesday, July 24, 5:30PM

Special meeting to adopt

proposed Fire Assessment

and Proposed

Millage Rate.

Wednesday,

Sept. 12, 7PM

First Public

Hearing to adopt

tentative Millage,

tentative budget and

the final Fire Assess-

ment Rate.

Monday, Sept. 24, 7PM

Second Public Hearing to adopt

the final Millage Rate and budget.

BUGFEST BY THE SEA
JULY 24-28

LAUDERDALE-BY-THE-SEA

A series of mini-season

events for scuba

 divers. For more info,

please see the story

featured on Page 12.
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JASMINE GARDEN
Authentic Chinese Cuisine • Dine In • Take Out • Delivery

OPEN MON-SAT 11 AM - 10 PM  • SUNDAY 2 PM - 10 PM

“WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!”
SERVING LBTS PROUDLY SINCE 2004 USING THE

HEALTHIEST & FRESHEST INGREDIENTS IN EACH DISH.

LOCATED  IN  VILLAGE  PLAZACOUPON # 1
$5 OFF ON ORDERS
OVER $30 (BEFORE

TAX AND DELIVERY).

954-785-0499 • 954-785-2011
If you have questions, e-mail us at: Jasmine.Garden@ymail.com

CANNOT COMBINE WITH OTHER
ORDERS EXCLUDING GIFT CERTIFICATE

PURCHASES.  COUPONS  EXPIRES SEPT.  30

COUPON # 2
$10 OFF ON ORDERS
OVER $45 (BEFORE

 TAX AND DELIVERY).

DESIGN (continued from Page 1)

During public comments on the
project at the Commission’s June 19
special meeting, some downtown
business owners reiterated their
concerns that relocating parking
spaces from those two blocks to
the Town’s A1A parking lot would
impact local businesses.

Several residents  urged the
Commission to move the project
forward, saying other neighboring
cities were in the process of of
rejuvenating their beachfronts and
the Town’s businesses would suffer
if the project was not done.

Resident Patrick Murphy
compared the Town to an aging
American eagle, which, to survive
another 30 years,  must undergo a
painful process of change that
involves tearing out its old beak,
growing a new one, and developing
new talons and feathers as it
undergos a life-saving rebirth to
extend its life.

“I ask you tonight, on your all
important vote, to seek and see this
opportunity as an eagle views its
life,” Murphy said.  “Vote yes for the
future of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea.”

East of El Mar Drive
The streetscape project elimi-

nates parking on Commercial
Boulevard east of El Mar Drive, but
still allows vehicle traffic to accom-
modate customers needing access
to the pier and Aruba’s.

A colorful blue and white plaza
will be built immediately to the west
of the beach pavilion, expanding that
beachside place that become an
increasingly popular venue since it
was built in April 2009.

A second and slightly raised
plaza, located just east of El Mar
Drive,  will have seating  benches,
mosaic tiles and a terrazzo stage
made of crushed shell aggregate.

The Anglin Memorial and the
memorial bricks will be preserved
and moved to another location within
the project area.

West of El Mar
In the second block of Commer-

cial, the median will be removed to
allow for wider sidewalks and more
café dining. Large shade trees will
also be added. The parking scheme
will change from angled to parallel.
The eastbound access from A1A

will be reduced to one lane. The
westbound lane will maintain its
current two lanes.

Drainage will be upgraded and
power lines from a large concrete
pole will be buried underground.

The intersection at Commercial
and A1A will be upgraded with
improved crosswalks and traffic
signaling. 

PROJECT UPDATES
Here is an update on Town

projects:

Bougainvilla Drive
The Town will include landscap-

ing on the public right-of-way when
it adds drainage to Bougainvilla
Drive. Some residents supported
new trees while others did not.

Flooding on Bougainvilla
Drive  north of Commercial has
been a long-standing problem that
will be addressed by this project.

The Town held a community
meeting in Jarvis Hall in March
with property owners on
Bougainvilla to present preliminary
conceptual designs for the project.
Residents said they did not
want to lose any parking spots.

West Commercial
The proposed streetscape

design for West Commercial

Boulevard between Seagrape
Drive and the Intracoastal
Waterway is expected to come
back before the Town Commis-
sion in July.

The capital improvement
project will widen sidewalks in
front of the businesses, slow
down traffic along Commercial; it
will also add trees and other
landscaping to make the street
more attractive for pedestrians
and shoppers.

Harbor Drive
The Harbor Drive Drainage

Project is basically completed.
The Town must wait 30 days,
however, before thermaplastic
striping can then be applied to
the street.

The project has improved
drainage and mitigated street
flooding onHarbor Drive.
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Beach nourishment project could
possibly start in November 2013

Town grants awarded
to Bel Air, Tropic Drive,
Hibiscus & Allenwood
for area improvements  Broward County plans to

widen the beach from the Pom-
pano Beach pier to about Sun-
rise Boulevard. Under the project
proposed, the Town beaches
would receive additional sand from
our north border south to the
Ocean Colony condo, and from
just south of Anglin’s Pier to the
Town’s southern boundary.

The beach restoration occurring
in Lauderdale-by-the Sea would
be tapered and the Town would be
expected to contribute financially
to the cost of the project.

The County asked the Town to
participate in the project. After
multiple discussions and several
presentations by County staff, the
Town Commission supported the
Town’s participation in Broward’s
beach nourishment project with the
following conditions:

 — The Town’s costs will not
exceed $356,000, the cost based
on the proportionate volume of
sand placed on our beach com-
pared to the sand volume placed
on the other beaches.

— The Town will reimburse the
County for its $356,000 cost over a
period of three years.

 — The Town must approve any
staging sites in the Town.

 — Broward County must repair
any damage done to our roads and
portals in connection with the
project during the construction.

 Unlike past nourishment
projects, where sand was dredged
from offshore and pumped onto the
beach, the County is considering
trucking in sand from Central
Florida. The County has indicated
it would likely want to use the
Palm Avenue Portal at the south
end of El Mar Drive as an access
point to dump and spread sand
from south of Anglin’s Pier and
along the northern section of the

Galt Ocean Mile.
  Eric Myers, the Natural

Resources Administrator with
Broward County Environmen-
tal Protection and Growth
Management Department, said
the County is submitting permit
applications to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the
Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.

He said the earliest construc-
tion could begin is late in 2013.
However, if there is any unex-
pected delay in the permitting or
county contracting process — or
if environmentalists challenge the
project in court claiming it will
harm nearby coral reefs —
construction could be delayed.

Because of turtle nesting
protection issues, Myers re-
ported that the work can only be
done outside of turtle nesting
season, which means it can only
be done from Nov. 1 to Feb. 28.

The issue will come back to
the Commission for a formal
vote on an interlocal agree-
ment with the County regarding
the terms of the Town’s participa-
tion.

  The Town Commission
recently approved two $30,000
Neighborhood Improvement
Grants for two community projects.

One grant for the current fiscal
year will go to the Bel Air Civic
Association for building gated
entrances to the neighborhood at
Coral Reef Drive and Bel Air
Drive. The two gates would be
similar to the one recently con-
structed at the entranceway to
Terra Mar Island.

  Residents said the gates would
discourage unwanted traffic in the
neighborhood, help reduce crime
and slow down speeding vehicles.

The project was submitted to the
Town by the Bel Air Civic Associa-
tion, which represents 89 of the 222
households in the neighborhood.
The association has said it would
also pay for maintaining the gates,
insurance costs and any project
expenses that exceed the $30,000
grant limit.

    Residents who live in the
Hibiscus Avenue, Allenwood
Drive and Tropic Drive neighbor-
hood will receive a grant next fiscal
year to undertake a neighborhood
beautification project that would
add a variety of palm trees, includ-
ing Sylvester, Manila, Pindo and
Foxtail palms, along the three
Town roadways. Silk Floss trees
and colorful Royal Poincianas
would also be planted.

   The residents were receptive
to the Town’s suggestion that a
swale restoration project be done in
conjunction with the landscaping
project.

The swale restoration work
should help reduce flooding which
occurs in the neighborhood after
heavy rains. The Town will pay for
the swale restoration. 

The Marie and Stanley White Palm
Avenue Portal. This view is west
towards El Mar Drive and SR A1A.
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Sewer rate hearing scheduled for Aug. 21st

A public hearing on proposed
changes in sewer rates for custom-
ers in the south part of the Town
will be held in Jarvis Hall on
Tuesday, Aug. 21 at 7PM. Only
residents and businesses who
are located on Pine Avenue and
south of there will be affected by
the changes. The public is invited
to attend the hearing and speak.

The proposed changes are the
result of an analysis of the current
rate structure after feedback was
received from residents about the
cost increases experienced by
hotels and multi-family buildings
after the Town adopted the rate
structure in 2011.

In 2011, the Town adopted the
same rates that Pompano Beach
was charging residents in the north
part of Town. Pompano’s rate
methodology was a big change from
our prior methodology and had a
harsher impact on some categories
of customers than on others. Multi-
family units and hotels saw large
billing increases while single-family
homes and restaurants saw moder-
ate increases.

As a result, the Town hired
Burton & Associates, a company
that specializes in analyzing and
devising utility rates, to develop a
rate structure that fairly apportions
the costs of our sewer system to
the various categories of customers.

Burton looked at the relative
proportion of water use by the three
categories of users — single family,
multi-family, and commercial
customers. (Why water use when
we are talking about sewer rates?
Because we have no measure of the
exact amount of sewage a building
or home produces, but we do know
how much water they use. There is
a relationship between amount of
water used and the amount of
sewage produced.)

    Burton developed a rate

structure that allocated the cost of
the Town’s sewer operation and
capital costs to the three categories
of users (single-family homes, multi-
family homes, and commercial
properties) in similar proportion to
the amount of water they used.

They also built into the rate
structure a new monthly cost to
cover the billing and collection costs
($1.31 per month per account)
and lowered the fixed monthly cost
for each single-family home and
each multi-family unit. Under the
proposed rate structure, a bigger
portion of the bill will be based on
the volume charge — that is the
amount you pay based on every
1,000 gallons of water you use –
than in the current and prior rates
paid by Lauderdale-by-the-Sea
customers. The volume charge for
single-family and multi-family homes
will continue to stop once they use
10,000 gallons each month, as it is
assumed water consumption over
10,000 gallons is going into your
landscaping or pool.

Some people have asked why
isn’t the entire bill based on the
volume of water I use?  Burton’s
response was that there are certain
fixed costs that the Town has,
whether each customer produces
wastewater or not. If the rate was
strictly based on water usage
volume, the snowbirds — and
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea has a lot of
them — would not be paying their

fair share of the costs.
Commercial users will have a

different rate structure because
Burton found that the usage varied
so dramatically from one commer-
cial customer to another that it
wasn’t possible to create a one size
fits all fixed rate for this category of
customers. So commercial custom-
ers will pay the same $1.31 monthly
fee for billing and collections as
residential customers, and another
monthly fixed fee based on the size
of their water meter.

The Town selected a rate struc-
ture from the several options Burton
proposed that would reduce the
Town’s total sewer revenues 10
percent for the next several years.
This was possible because a recent
engineering study of the sewer
infrastructure, completed and
presented to the Commission in
January, revealed it is in much
better shape than expected for a
system of its age and the Town has
sufficient funds to make the repairs
needed over the next several years.

The proposed new rates (see
chart on Page 9) call for establish-
ing a customer service/administra-
tive charge of $1.31 per bill for all
customers. The usage charge for all
customers would be $5.13. The
base charge for multi-family would
be $4.23. The base facility charge
for single-family and commercial
customers would be $10.26.

Commercial properties would be
billed based on the size of the
meter. A restaurant with a 2-inch
meter would be considered to have
eight units, so it would be charged 8
x $10.26 monthly as its fixed
charge.

 The result will be that some
customers’ bills will go up; some will
go down. You will need to look at
your past bills for several months to
determine the impact it will have on
your family or business. 

SEWER RATES

A public hearing

will be held at

7PM on Aug. 21

in Jarvis Hall.
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COMPARISON: This chart compares the current sewer rates with the new rates that will be discussed at a public
hearing on Aug. 21 at 7PM in Jarvis Hall. The proposed new rates only affect the southern portion of the Town.

EXISTING TOWN SEWER RATES

PROPOSED TOWN SEWER RATES
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All Town residents are invited to
attend an outdoor lobster cookout
hosted by Lenore Nolan-Ryan in
El Prado Park on Wednesday,
July 25 from 4 to 6PM.

The Bug Bake & Boil is part of
BugFestBy-The-Sea (divers call
lobsters bugs), a Town-sponsored
mini-season event designed to

market
the Town
as a diving
destina-
tion to
scuba
divers
statewide.

More
than
$3500 in
scuba
gear and
other

prizes will be given away during the
event!

The Bug Bake & Boil will include
steel-drum music, beer and wine
(cash only for drinks), and lots of
free door prizes!

You can bring your own spiny
lobster if you like, but feel free to
drop by even if you are lobster-free.

The event host is Lenore Nolan-
Ryan, owner of Lenore Nolan-
Ryan’s Cooking School and
Catering. Located here in Town,
her business is one of South
Florida’s finest cooking establish-
ments!

General admission is $40 for
adults and $30 for kids under 12.
The menu includes:

Corn on the Cob
Garlic Butter Biscuits
Lenore’s Delicious Cole Slaw
Potato Salad
Lenore’s Luscious Brownie
If you bring your own lobster, the

general admission cost is $30. You
must bring in your lobster live and

intact! No lobster tails on ice will be
accepted.

In case of rain, the event will be
moved to Jarvis Hall. Reservations
are strongly recommended. You can
RSVP by calling Lenore Nolan-Ryan
at 954-491-2340.

A number of other events are also
planned for BugFest-By-The-Sea
(July 24-28), including an underwater
photo contest, Great Florida Bug
Hunt lobster contest, a dive on the
SS Copenhagen, a pier clean-up,
beach diving clinic, a lobster hunting
seminar and a fish identification
slide show.

For more information on BugFest,
go to www.bugfestbythesea.com.
You can also call 954-640-4209. 

Outdoor BugFest-By-The-Sea lobster bake with
Lenore Nolan-Ryan set for July 25 in El Prado!

Lenore-Nolan-Ryan

TUESDAY, JULY 24
10AM

On the beach at Datura Avenue
Portal: Free beginner Beach Diving
Clinic & dive with Gold Coast Scuba.

3PM
In Jarvis Hall, ‘Catching the Bug’

lobster hunting seminar. Cost: $25.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25
4-5PM

Great Florida Bug Hunt Contest
Weigh-In at El Prado Park.

4-6PM
Bug Bake & Boil in El Prado!

THURSDAY, JULY 26
4-5PM

Great Florida Bug Hunt Contest
Weigh-In at El Prado Park.

6-7PM
Master Lobster Chef

Competition with Lenore
Nolan-Ryan at the Beach Pavilion!

FRIDAY, JULY 27
7AM-9AM

Underwater pier clean-up
at Anglin’s Pier! Free!

1PM
Wreck dives off Deerfield

Beach with Gold Coast Scuba.

4PM
Fish identification slide

show in Jarvis Hall. Free!
5PM

Underwater photo contest
winners picked & slideshow.

8PM
BugFest Concert at

 the Village Grille! Free!

SATURDAY, JULY 28
9AM

Beach dive the SS Copenhagen.

3PM
PADI Fish ID Class Dive.

BUGFEST SCHEDULE

More than $3500 in

scuba gear and

other prizes will be

given away during

BugFestBy-The-Sea!


