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Press Release

On March 21, 2011 at approximately 5:43 AM, units from the Lauderdale-by-the Sea Fire Department
responded to Sea Ranch Building C (4900 North Ocean Drive, Lauderdale-By-The Sea) in response to a reported
fire alarm on the fifth floor of the building. The report was upgraded to structure fire. Upon arrival, fire
department personnel ordered the evacuation of residents on the fourth, fifth and sixth floors.

Power was shut off to the fifth floor and two teams were sent in to investigate. Firefighters encountered
heavy smoke on the fifth floor. A security guard advised the department the fire was in Apt. 506, where smoke
was pouring out of air conditioning vents.

The crew assigned to Engine 12 investigated the hallway area around Apt 506. Since keys to the
apartment were not readily available (a security officer was unable to get the key), forcible entry was made into
the apartment.

After investigation, it was determined a malfunctioning air conditioning unit had created the smoke,
which ceased after the power was turned off. The fifth floor was ventilated and all smoke was removed. Building
maintenance personnel and management were notified of the situation.

Residents were allowed to return to their units at approximately 7:18 AM. No injuries were reported.
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